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QUICK GLANCE

ABOUT THIS LIFE NIGHT

We’re leaning into the literal side of icebreakers with this engaging and high-energy Life Teen Social
Night. Each game and activity centers around the idea of ice and is crafted with the goal of fun and
connection. Teens meet new people and strengthen ties with old friends through structured interactions
that might give them frosty fingers if they don’t work as a team. The night concludes by thawing out
around a bonfire before taking a moment to reflect on the coming year. This night is a great way to kick-
off your semester with fun and relationship-building!

Invite your core members to participate fully while actively seeking teens who need encouragement
to get involved. This Life Night has a high success rate when thoughtfully planned and energetically
presented. Teens will respond to the contagious fun and be excited to return to Life Teen in the following
weeks.

RESOURCES

Music

Spotify: “LT - Gather Music”
Spotify: “LT - Break Music”
Spotify: “LT - Send Music”

GOAL

The goal of “Break the Ice” is for the teens to have fun and get to know one another by engaging in fun
icebreaker games.

ENVIRONMENT

Decorate the room to look like a frozen wonderland. Ice dominates the landscape as teens come
dressed on theme for this Life Night.
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GATHER

Panicked Penguins

Teens put their penguin impersonation skills to the test as they waddle around a numbered grid.
Every so often, the ice picker harvests an ice square, eliminating whoever was standing on it.

PROCLAIM + BREAK

Meltdown

Teens work together through a sheet of ice-themed clues to get the answer to the final question.
Groups have to be the first to thaw out letters frozen in ice and use them to spell out the final answer.

Frigid Fortress

Teens collaborate to build the tallest fortress in the amount of time. Core members serve as judges as
teens explain the features of their fortress.

Frozen T-shirt Challenge

Teens receive a Ziploc bag with a t-shirt frozen solid inside. The first group to get the shirt completely
on one of their teammates wins.

SEND

Thawing Out and Looking Ahead

Everyone gathers for a time of s’"mores and socializing around a bonfire. Teens are encouraged to think
about ways they want to grow in their relationship with God and with their community in the coming
year.

BREAK THE ICE OLIFE TEEN
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GETTING READY

LIFE NIGHT DATE:

FOUR WEEKS BEFORE

+ Read through the entire Life Night.

TWO WEEKS BEFORE

+ Assign core members to the assignments on the Core Meeting Worksheet

ONE WEEK BEFORE

+ Distribute the Life Night outline to the core members.
+  Pray with the core members over the Life Night.

+  Review the highlights for the Life Night.

+  Explain the core assignments.

+  Encourage the core members to pray for their small group.
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THE WEEK OF THE LIFE NIGHT

Get ready for the Life Night by preparing the following ahead of time.

+ Advertise the Life Night on the parish youth group’s social media channels. Be sure to encourage
teens to dress accordingly with gloves, scarves, hats, and jackets.

+ Make a plan for the Life Night Environment using the suggestions below.

« Download, print, and make copies of the “Meltdown Clues” handout found on the enclosed January
2024 Life Teen USB drive and online at lifeteen.com.

« Download and print the “Meltdown Answer Key” handout found on the January 2024 Life Teen USB
drive and online at lifeteen.com.

+  Freeze rocks for the Meltdown activity.
+ Acquire enough ice for the Frigid Fortress activity.
+  Freeze enough t-shirts for the Frozen T-shirt Challenge.

+ Make sure everything is ready for the bonfire and social time.

THE DAY OF THE LIFE NIGHT

Ensure these details are set the day of the Life Night (before the Youth Mass begins).

+ Testall audio-video elements of the Life Night.

+ Project an environment image found on the January 2024 Life Teen USB drive and online at
lifeteen.com.

+ Play the “LS - Catchphrase” Spotify playlist as teens gather.

+ Make a grid and the corresponding paper strips for the Panicked Penguins game.

BREAK THE ICE OLIFE TEEN
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ENVIRONMENT

Your teens should feel like they are walking into a frozen wonderland. Use cardboard painted blue and white
to create ice pillars around the walls and an icy archway near the entrance. Run white and blue LED light
strands where the walls and ceiling meet. Cut out paper snowflakes and hang them from the ceiling with
strings. Create paper icicles and hang them in the corners of the room. Use cotton fiberfill to create snowy
patches near the walls, pillars, and ice arches. For total immersion, consider lowering the thermostat to
create a wintery chill.

Have core members dressin Arctic attire. Encourage teens to bring gloves, scarves, jackets, and hats to match
the theme.

NOTES
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SUPPLIES

Cardboard

Blue and white paint

White and blue LED light strands

Paper snowflakes and icicles

Cotton fiberfill

Tape

Paper slips

Bluetooth speaker or sound system

Towels

Ice trays with frozen letters for Meltdown activity, one per group

Writing utensils

“Meltdown Clues” handout, one per group

“Meltdown Answer Key” handout

Bible

Folding tables

Coolers full of ice

Frozen t-shirts

S’mores materials

Materials for bonfire

Hot chocolate (optional)
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CORE MEETING WORKSHEET

Use this outline for your core team meeting before the Youth Mass. The core meeting follows the
Gather-Proclaim-Break-Send structure.

CORE MEETING START TIME:

GATHER
+ Begin with a brief social time and rapid high point/low point of the week report from each core
member.

+  Pray with your core team and include one of the Scripture passages from the Life Night.

PROCLAIM
+ Review the Life Night outline.

« Assign core members to the assignments for this Life Night and write their names here.

Setup: Check-in:
1 1
2 2.
3 3.
4,
5
6
Audio-Visual: Frigid Fortress Station:
Opening Prayer: Frozen T-shirt Challenge Station:
Ice Picker: ClosingPrayer:

Meltdown Station:
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BREAK

+ Have acore member discussion addressing hopes and expectations for the coming semester. Spend
about 15 minutes on this section.

« Take questions.

SEND
+  Conclude the meeting with a Hail Mary.
+ Setup final details for the Life Night.

+ Arrive early to the Youth Mass to greet teens as they arrive.

NOTES
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GATHER

WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER 5 min

Gather in the main meeting space and welcome the teens to the Life Night. Introduce any teens or
core members attending for the first time, and begin in prayer.

PANICKED PENGUINS 15 min

Use tape to lay out a large grid on the floor of your main room or another large room at your parish. You will
need at least one square for every two people in your program. Squares should be large enough for two
people to stand inside. Label the columns with numbers and the rows with letters so that each square in the
grid has an assigned value (A3, D4, G6, etc.).

On strips of paper, write down each possible column and row combination for your grid. Fold them and put
them in a large bowl.

Assign one core member to be the ice picker. If possible, have them dress the part with a thick winter jacket,
goggles, gloves, boots, snow pants, and an ice pick.

Introduce the activity with the following or similar words:

If you’ve ever wanted to be a penguin, this game is for you! We’re all going to pretend we’re a group of penguins
huddled on a large block of ice above frozen waters. These penguins love music, so they waddle around freely
whenever it’s playing. When the music stops, however, they panic and huddle back together because they know
the ice picker is coming. These penguins are particularly territorial, though, so they don’t let more than one other
penguin in their square if music isn’t playing. When the music stops, the ice picker always comes to harvest one
of the ice squares with his pick. Any penguin standing on that square falls into the freezing water and is out of
the game.

Start the game by playing some fun music. Everyone waddles around the grid during this time. When the
music stops, they must get in a square with no more than one other person. If they try to enter a square that
already has two people, those people can squawk at them like penguins to tell them to find another square.

Once everyone is in a square, select a strip of paper from the bowl. That is the square that the ice picker will
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harvest this round. Anyone standing on that square is out of the game. The ice picker harvests that square
and tapes it with an X. From now on, that square is no longer traversable. Anyone who steps into that square
is automatically out of the game. Discard that strip of paper so it can’t be chosen again. Start the music again
and continue playing until only one person is left in the game. If more squares are available than people,
everyone must be in their own square.

As people get out of the game, encourage them to cheer on their friends. Let one of the people who just got
out choose the next strip of paper out of the bowl.

SUGGESTION

You know your teens best. For the music, choose a variety of popular songs that will keep them
entertained and engaged according to their tastes.

STEPIT UP

Carpet squares or foam mat squares make an easy and adjustable grid. If you have some at the
parish or can afford to buy some, use them instead of tape. The ice picker just removes a square
instead of taping over it.
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PROCLAIM + BREAK

For this combined Proclaim and Break, groups rotate through three activities. Divide your teens into their
small groups, and assign an even number of groups to each station to start. They will have ten minutes at
each station. Have core members present at each station to explain the games and encourage the teens as
they play. Have towels available for cleaning up the water from melting ice.

MELTDOWN 10 min

On small landscaping rocks, use a sharpie to write down the following letters, one letter per rock: B-E-N -
A-1-A-H. Freeze theminindividualice blocks on anice tray. If your ice trays have more space, write down
additional letters on rocks and freeze them as well.

Give the core member overseeing this station a copy of the “Meltdown Answer Key” handout. Give each
group a copy of the “Meltdown Clues” handout and an ice tray. Have a few writing utensils available for
groups to use and a few Bibles nearby for them to consult.

Explain that groups have to answer the questions on the handout to find the clue to the final question
— who fought with a lion on a snowy day? The final answer must be spelled out with the letters that are
frozen in the trays. Teams must work together to melt the cubes and get the correct answer before time
runs out. Ban groups from crushing the ice cubes. They must free the rocks by melting the ice only.

Once they spell out the answer, have the core member overseeing the game check to ensure they’re right.

STEPIT UP

Swap out the rocks for letter tiles from the game Bananagrams. Whatever you choose to use, it
needs to be heavy enough to not just float at the top of the water when you freeze it. The more
surrounded it is by ice, the more challenging and fun the game will be.

SUGGESTION

Have a bucket available for each group over which they can melt their ice cubes. This will
significantly reduce the amount of towels needed and water cleanup.
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FRIGID FORTRESS 10 min

Set out plastic folding tables for the teens to build their fortress on. Give each group a cooler full of ice.
Explain that they have ten minutes to create a frigid fortress. They are only allowed to use the ice cubes, no
other objects. The bigger and more elaborate the fortress, the more likely the group is to win. Encourage
the group to work as a team to create the best fortress.

Have a group of core members serve as judges to evaluate the fortresses.

When the time is up, have one representative from each team explain the features of their fortress to the
judges and the other groups. Give a little time for the judges to confer with each other and then announce
the winner.

SUGGESTION

Have teens build their ice fortresses inside an upside-down tub lid or on a large sheet pan to
capture all the water from the melting ice.

FROZEN T-SHIRT CHALLENGE 10 min

Purchase one t-shirt per group (size large or bigger). Soak the t-shirt in water and then fold it and stuff it
into a quart-sized Ziploc bag. Do not add extra water to the bag. Freeze the shirts overnight.

Give each group one of the Ziploc bags with a frozen t-shirt inside. Start a countdown to begin the activity.
Groups try to be the first to get the t-shirt fully on one of their group members (head through head hole,
arms through armholes, shirt completely unfurled down to the waist). Ban groups from using easy
solutions to unfreeze the shirt, such as running it underwater or microwaving it.

The first group to get the t-shirt completely on one of their team members wins. Have groups continue to
compete for second and third place.

SUGGESTION

If weather permits, play this game outside. It will result in less clean up and open up more creative
options for the teens to thaw out their shirts.
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THAWING OUT AND LOOKING AHEAD 20 min

Gather everyone around a bonfire for some s’mores and social time.

After some snacks and conversation, invite everyone to reflect on the opportunity a new year brings
using the following or similar words.

Anew year provides an excellent opportunity for self-examination, thinking about who we were last year
and who we want to be this year. It’s a common practice for individuals to make a New Year’s resolution
at the beginning of a new year. These are ways they want to improve this year or things they want to do
differently than last year. Things like working out, seeing friends more, reading more books, and being
more positive are all common New Year’s resolutions and are great ways to try to better ourselves as we
move into another year of life. As we wrap up this Life Night, | want everyone to take some intentional
time to think about how you want to grow closer to God and your community this year. What resolutions
can you make to help you on your faith journey and help you grow in your relationships with others?
Here, at the beginning of the year, it’s helpful to think about what sort of person we want to be at the
end. And then we need to make some practical resolutions to help us get there.

Give everyone a few moments to think about the proposed questions. Then, wrap up with the
following.

Coming to Life Teen this semester is a great resolution to make to help you grow in your relationship with
God and others. We have a whole semester planned of faith, fun, and community, and we hope you’ll be
around for it.

SUGGESTION

If you cannot make a bonfire work or it’s too cold when you do this Life Night, have a hot
chocolate party indoors. Consider making s’mores dip or providing some other sort of snack
for the teens to have as they socialize.
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CLOSING PRAYER AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 5 min

Close with a brief prayer thanking God for the blessing of gathering together and offering any prayer
intentions. Consider allowing teens to offer any prayer petitions or prayers of thanksgiving. Close by
praying a Hail Mary together and give any necessary closing announcements.

STEPIT UP

Create a calendar for upcoming Life Nights. This can be offered as a digital calendar by projecting
a QR code or a printed calendar handed out to the teens.
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AFTER THE LIFE NIGHT

Most core members are tired at the end of the session, but be sure to do two things upon the completion
of a Life Night.

FIRST, CLEANUP

(aka, “Be your maintenance team’s favorite ministry.”)
You can guide the core team to this time with the following prompt:

Do not rush the teens out the door, but as relational ministry naturally wraps up, let’s all work together
to clean up the main meeting space and put things away.

Set a timer and work for ten minutes, ensuring everyone sticks around. The fastest way to a divided core
team is for one or two members to neglect cleanup.

SECOND, EVALUATE

After all the teens have left, appreciate what God has accomplished through the Life Night. Share the
praise reports. Identify who or what needs follow-up. Set a timer and invite the group to share in
these five categories of the Life Night: Pros, Cons, Questions, Comments, and Concerns. Remind the
core team that evaluations are intended to improve the teens’ experiences at Life Teen and are not
critical judgments of a youth minister’s or core member’s performance. As you discuss, encourage the
core team to consider each of the Life Night movements of Gather, Proclaim, Break, and Send, or pass
out/email the evaluation forms. Conclude your time together in prayer and praise to God.
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LIFE NIGHT EVALUATION

GOAL

For the teens to have fun and get to know one another by engaging in fun icebreaker games.

1. Onascale of 1-10, how well did this Life Night accomplish the goal we set?

Did not accomplish Nailed it
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

2. What was the strongest aspect of this Life Night?

Gather Proclaim + Break Send Environment

Optional: Please explain further.

3. What kind of follow-up do we need to do after this Life Night?

4.  What can we improve for future Life Nights? How can we accomplish this?

BREAK THE ICE OLIFE TEEN
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ONE FOR ALL

A LIFE NIGHT ON COMMUNITY
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QUICK GLANCE

ABOUT THIS LIFE NIGHT

Let’s set sail on a journey to understand the vital role of community in God’s plan! Through this Life
Night, we unpack the Church’s social teachings, painting a vivid picture of the Church as a beacon of
unity and communion. We aim to inspire our teens to reflect on their role in shaping a community
that genuinely mirrors Gospel values and advocates for social justice. Let’s step up together to
nurture a vibrant, compassionate community that radiates God’s love!

MAIN POINTS

1. God’s planincludes the Church as a community of believers united in Christ and guided by the Holy
Spirit.

2. Social teachings of the Church emphasize building a just society rooted in moral law, civil authority
from God, and the common good.

3. Asmembers of the Church, we are responsible for contributing to building a community that reflects
Gospel values and promotes social justice.
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SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 1:17 | Micah 6:8 | Matthew 5:3-12 | Matthew 25:31-46 | Acts 2:44-47 | Acts 4:32-35 | 1 Corinthians
12:12-27

CATECHISM

7531899 | 1905-1912 | 1959 | 2239 | 2649

KEY TERMS

Common Good | Social Justice

SAINTS

St. Teresa of Calcutta | St. Francis of Assisi | St. Catherine of Siena

RESOURCES

Articles
Lumen Gentium, 1

Music
Spotify: “LS - Catchphrase”
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GOAL

To inspire teens to reflect on their role in shaping a community that genuinely mirrors Gospel values
and advocates for social justice.

ENVIRONMENT

Photos, stock images, and other materials representative of the local community decorate the room
to root the idea of community in the places and faces the teens see daily.

GATHER

Community Blueprint

Teens break into groups and design a blueprint for an ideal community using butcher paper and
markers.

PROCLAIM

Talk: One For All

As members of the Church, we all have an important role to play within the Body of Christ and our
wider communities as well. By living out the Gospel call daily in our relationships with one another,
we can help to build communities little by little that are unified, just, and centered on the common
good.

BREAK

Small Group Discussion

Teens gather in their small groups to discuss the interplay between their faith and society and to
brainstorm ways they can work toward bringing Gospel values to life in their local communities.
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SEND

Prayer Web of Intercession

Everyone has a chance to write down and share a particular prayer intention for their community. Using
a ball of string as a visual aid for the connectedness of our communities, the group throws the ball back
and forth to different members, holding the string to form an interconnected web as they do so. Teens
are challenged to pray for their intention throughout the week.

NOTES
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GETTING READY

LIFE NIGHT DATE:

FOUR WEEKS BEFORE

+ Read through the entire Life Night.

«  Pray with the Scripture and Catechism references.

+ Read through the Resources suggestions.

« Select a presenter for the Proclaim and contact them this week.

+ Send the Proclaim Teaching Guide to the presenter.

TWO WEEKS BEFORE

+ Assign core members to the assignments on the Core Meeting Worksheet.
« Checkin with the Proclaim presenter and ask for an outline and slides, if applicable.
+ Schedule practice time with the presenter if needed.

+ Reach out to a music minister or worship leader to see if they can lead music for this Life
Night.

ONE WEEK BEFORE

+ Distribute the Life Night outline to the core members.
+  Pray with the core members over the Life Night.

+ Review the highlights for the Life Night.

+  Explain the core assignments.

«  Encourage the core members to review the discussion questions and pray for their small group.

OLIFE TEEN
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THE WEEK OF THE LIFE NIGHT

+ Advertise the Life Night on the parish youth group’s social media channels.
+  Preschedule the Parent Letter email as a follow-up to the Life Night.

+ Make a plan for the Life Night Environment using the suggestions below.

« Gather the supplies needed for the Life Night.

+ Inform core members of their roles during the session and provide them with the required materials
and instructions.

+  Pray for the teens who will be present and experience the Life Night.

+ Gatherimages and other materials representative of the local community for the environment.

THE DAY OF THE LIFE NIGHT

+ Testall audio-video elements of the Life Night.
+ Decorate the youth room using the Environment instructions below.

+  Projectthe environmentimage found on the January 2024 Life Teen USB drive and online at lifeteen.
com.

+ Play the “LS - Catchphrase” Spotify playlist as teens gather.

ENVIRONMENT

Gather images of well-known landmarks from your local community (parish, schools, grocery stores, etc.)
and hang them around the room. If you have a group photo of the teens in your program or photos from their
time in youth group, print those out and hang them as well. Find newspaper articles or headlines from your
city or county newspaper and post them on the walls. Intersperse images of the corporal and spiritual works
of mercy on the walls as well.

The idea for this environment is to root the idea of community in something tangible, the people and places
that teens know and recognize. The more images and pictures you can get on the walls, the more that point
will be driven home. They all serve as visual aids to help teens understand who their community is — not an
abstract idea but the faces of the people around them and the places they go daily.

OLIFE TEEN
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SUPPLIES

Photos of well-known local landmarks

Photos of teens at youth group and activities at their school

Stock photos of corporal and spiritual works of mercy

Clips from local newspaper

Butcher paper, one piece per small group

Markers

Index cards, one per person

Ball of string (may need more for a bigger group)
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CORE MEETING WORKSHEET

Use this outline for your core team meeting before the Youth Mass. The core meeting follows the
Gather-Proclaim-Break-Send structure.

CORE MEETING START TIME:

GATHER
+  Begin with a brief social time and rapid high points/low points of the week report from each core
member.

+  Pray with your core team and include one of the Scripture passages from the Life Night.
Scripture choice:

PROCLAIM
+  Review the Life Night outline.

+ Assign core members to the assignments for this Life Night and write their names here.

1 2. 3
Setup

4 5. 6
Check-In 1. 2. 3.
Audio-Visual

Opening Prayer

Proclaim Presenter

Closing Prayer
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BREAK

+ Review the Life Night small group questions with a core member discussion. Spend about 15
minutes on this section.

« Take questions.

SEND
+  Conclude the meeting with a Hail Mary.
+ Setup final details for the Life Night.

+ Arrive early to the Youth Mass to greet teens as they arrive.

NOTES
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GATHER

WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER 5 min

Gather in the main meeting space and welcome the teens to the Life Night. Introduce any teens or
core members attending for the first time, and begin in prayer.

COMMUNITY BLUEPRINT 20 min

Explain to the teens that they will be designing a blueprint for their perfect community, emphasizing the
importance of collaboration, unity, and creativity. Divide the teens into their small groups. Hand out a roll of
butcher paper and a set of markers to each group and ensure every group has a flat surface to draw on.

Explain that they will have ten minutes to design their ideal model community. Explain that each group
member must contribute by drawing at least one element of their blueprint (e.g., Church, park or green space,
school food bank or community kitchen, housing areas, health centers). After one teen finishes drawing their
part, they pass the marker to the next teammate. The goal is to get each group to work together to create their
vision of a perfect, inclusive, and just community.

After the instructions are given, start the timer and let the creativity commence! Walk around, observe each
group, and offer encouragement or help as needed.

After the time limit has elapsed, ask each group to present their blueprint to the whole group. They should
explain why they chose to include each element and how these elements contribute to a vibrant community.

SUGGESTION

After all the groups have presented, lead a reflection discussion. Ask questions like:
«  What common elements were found across the various blueprints?

+  Why do you think these elements are essential for an ideal community?

+ How does each element reflect the teachings of the Church and the Gospel?

«  What can we, as a community, do to realize some of these elements in our church and local
community?
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PROCLAIM

GETTING STARTED

This Teaching Guide is not just an outline; it’s a tool to help you craft a powerful and personalized talk that
will leave a lasting impact. You can make this topic relevant and engaging for your youth group, and this
guide is here to assist you every step of the way.

Don’t just prepare the main points — unleash your creativity and incorporate media to captivate your
audience. Whether you use the suggested media or find your own, make sure it’s visually engaging,
attention-grabbing, and/or thought-provoking.

Beyond these guidelines, the most important thing is to be yourself and let the Holy Spirit guide you.
Practice your talk, pour your heart into it, and trust that your authenticity and humility have the power
to make a difference in the lives of these teens. If possible, record yourself giving the Proclaim — making
mental notes on what you can improve or avoid. This guide is just the beginning — the rest is up to you!

MAIN POINTS

1. God’s planincludes the Church as a community of believers united in Christ and guided by the Holy
Spirit.

2. Social teachings of the Church emphasize building a just society rooted in moral law, civil authority
from God, and the common good.

3. Asmembers of the Church, we are responsible for contributing to building a community that reflects
Gospel values and promotes social justice.

KEY TERMS

Common Good - The welfare of the whole community, as the proper object of a just law, and is distinguished
from individual good, which looks only to the good of a single person.

Social Justice - The respect for the human person and the rights which flow from human dignity and
guarantee it. Society must provide the conditions that allow people to obtain what is their due, according to
their nature and vocation. (CCC 1928, 1931)
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TEACHING GUIDE 15 min

+ Tonight, we’re going to embark on an exciting journey as we explore a critical facet of our faith:
community.

+  Now, what comes to mind when you think of community? Perhaps it’s your friends, family, or even us
here at Life Teen. That’s all true! But what if | told you that it goes much deeper than that?

+ Inthe eyes of God and in the heart of the Church, a community is not merely a group of people living
together. It’s a beautiful tapestry woven with threads of love, unity, and shared mission.

+ It’s about being part of something much bigger than ourselves, being united in Christ, and guided by
the Holy Spirit.

«  But why does this matter? Why should we care about this idea of community? Well, that’s what we’re
here to explore and unpack together. Let’s dive in!

Main Point 1:

God’s plan includes the Church as a community of believers
united in Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit.

SCRIPTURE

Project and read Acts 2:44-47 and 4:32-35 or ask a leadership teen to read it.

SUGGESTION

When presenting in front of a group, use a Bible to read the passage rather than a digital copy or
a paper printout.

+ In these passages, we see how the early Christians lived together as a community. They shared
everything they had, they broke bread together, they prayed together, and they cared for one another.

+ It’sthisimage of unity and love that presents us with an ideal Christian community.
«  Butthis unity and love weren’t random or accidental. They were part of God’s plan.

«  God wanted the Church, His people, to be a community of believers, united in their faith in Jesus Christ
and guided by the Holy Spirit. (CCC 753)
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But what does this look like? Let’s think about it in terms of the human body. Remember how, in your
biology class, you learned that the body is made up of many different parts. There’s the heart, lungs,
arms, legs, etc. Each part has its unique function, but all are united in one purpose: to keep the body
healthy and functioning.

This is what Apostle Paul teaches us about the Church in his first letter to the Corinthians.

SCRIPTURE

Project and read 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 or ask a leadership teen to read it.

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, so it is with Christ.

So, in a real sense, we’re all part of this body. We’re all members of this community of believers, and
we each have a role to play.

Some of us might be the hands, reaching out to help others. Some might be the mouth, spreading the
Good News of Christ. Others might be the heart, praying and providing spiritual support. But whatever
our role is, we’re all crucial parts of this body, this community, and we’re all united in Christ.

Remember, it’s not just about me or you; it’s about all of us together. And that’s the beauty of the
Church as a community of believers. (Going Deeper #1: “The Communion of Saints”)

Main Point 2:
Social teachings of the Church emphasize building

a just society rooted in moral law, civil authority from God,
and the common good.

Now that we grasp how we, as the Church, form a community of believers, let’s dive a bit deeper into
our responsibilities within this community. Let’s explore the Church’s social teachings and what they
mean for us.

SCRIPTURE

Project and read Isaiah 1:17 and Micah 6:8 or ask a leadership teen to read it.

ONE FOR ALL

These verses lay out a clear call to action for us: to strive for justice, show mercy, and walk humbly with
God.
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+  So, how does the Church interpret this call? The Church teaches that we should work towards building
a just society, one that respects the dignity of every human being and promotes the common good.
The Church goes on to teach that civil authority has a moral function — to ensure order and protect the
rights of individuals and families, and this authority comes from God Himself. (CCC 1899, 1905-1912,
1959)

+  The Church also emphasizes the concept of the common good. It’s the idea that we should organize
society so everyone can achieve their potential.

+  Wedo this by ensuring that basic rights are respected, social harmony is pursued, and material goods
are justly distributed.

+  You might think, “Well, that sounds great, but how do | do that?” That’s a great question!
+  While it may seem like a daunting task, remember that even small actions can make a big difference.

+ By showing kindness to someone who’s struggling, standing up against bullying, volunteering to
help those less fortunate, or even voting responsibly when you’re of age, you’re contributing to a just
society.

+  So, each of us, in our own way, can help build a community that reflects these values. And remember,
we’re not doing this alone, but together as one community. (Going Deeper #2: “The Dignity of the
Human Person”)

Main Point 3:
As members of the Church, we are responsible for contributing

to building a community that reflects Gospel values and
promotes social justice.

+ Building on what we’ve learned so far, let’s turn to another crucial aspect of our journey in faith: How
do we actively contribute to building a community that mirrors the Gospel values and promotes social
justice?

+ Toguide us, let’s look at two profound passages from the Gospel of Matthew.

SCRIPTURE

Project and read Matthew 5:3-12 or ask a leadership teen to read it.

+ Here, Jesus outlines the attitudes and actions that his followers should embody. These include being
poor in spirit, meek, merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers, and even being persecuted for the sake of
righteousness. Essentially, the Beatitudes present us with a blueprint for Christian living.
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SCRIPTURE

Project and read Matthew 25:31-46 or ask a leadership teen to read it.

+ Called the parable of the Last Judgment, here, Jesus emphasizes our duty to care for the least among
us — to feed the hungry, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, care for the sick, and visit those in
prison. Jesus tells us that whatever we do for the least of our brothers and sisters, we do for Him.

+  These passages, though challenging, outline our responsibilities as followers of Christ. They guide us
in how we should interact with others, particularly those in need, in our daily lives.

« Additionally, the Church reminds us of our duty to contribute to the common good and actively
participate in public life. We are also encouraged to pray for all, especially those in need. As high school
students, you may not be able to influence public policy or address major societal issues yet. Still, you
can contribute in many other meaningful ways. (CCC 2239, 2649)

« Inourschools, homes, and communities, we can practice these Gospel values. We can visit the elderly
who don’t have family nearby, lend a helping hand to a struggling classmate, volunteer our time for
community service, or simply be a good friend to someone who needs it.

+ Remember, we don’t have to do grand things to make a difference. Even small acts of kindness, rooted
in love, can have a tremendous impact.

+ Our call as Catholics, then, is to transform our communities into a reflection of God’s Kingdom here
on earth — a place where love, justice, peace, and mercy reign. That is the power of a Gospel-driven
community. (Going Deeper #3: “The Beatitudes as a Roadmap to Holiness”)

+ Let'sremembertheimmense powerand beauty of community. We're not merely a group of individuals;
we’re the Church, a body united in Christ. We are called to live out the Gospel values and work towards
building a just society.

«  Whether it’s in our schools, families, or wider communities, we each have a unique role to play. Let’s
embrace this call to community with open hearts.

+ Reflect on how you can contribute, think about the steps you can take this week, and remember, no
act of kindness or justice is too small. We are indeed “one for all”.
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BREAK

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 20 min

Gather the teens into their small groups, where the core member will begin in prayer and transition
into a small group discussion. Use the following questions as a guide, but be aware of where the Holy
Spirit is leading the discussion. Moreover, do not feel the need to rush through all of the discussion
questions. Only move on to the next question when the conversation has organically ended.

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS

Whip Around Question: If you could live in any society from history, which would it be (e.g.,
The Roman Empire, Victorian England, Aztec Empire)?

1. Whatdoes it mean to be part of a community of believers united in Christ? How does our faith
guide our actions within our community?

2. How do the social teachings of the Church influence our understanding of a just society? Can
you give examples?

3. How does the idea of civil authority coming from God shape our perspective toward
governance and laws?

4. Discusstheconceptofthe ‘commongood’. How shoulditinfluence ourdecisionsasindividuals
and as a community?

5. Reflect on the different elements in the “Community Blueprint” activity. How can we
contribute to making these elements reflect Gospel values in our real communities?

6. What are some ways we can actively promote social justice in our community? What role do
our Gospel values play in this?
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PRAYER WEB OF INTERCESSION 15 min

As the teens transition back into the main meeting space from small groups, dim the lights and play
reflective musicin the background, setting a prayerful environment. Instruct the teens to sitin a circle.

Give each teen an index card and a writing utensil. Ask the teens to write a prayer intention for their
community (it could be their local community, school community, the global community, etc.) on the
index card. This intention could be a prayer for peace, justice, understanding, or any other concern
they might have.

Begin by holding one end of a ball of string and opening with the Sign of the Cross. Share your prayer
intention with the group to model what they should do. Say something like: “As | hold this string,
| share my prayer intention for our community... [share your intention]”. After sharing your prayer
intention, hold onto the string and gently toss the ball of string to a teen in the circle. The teen who
receives the ball of string then shares their prayer intention, holds onto their section of the string, and
tosses the ball to another teen. This process continues, with each teen sharing their prayer intention
until everyone has had a chance to share, and the string forms a web-like structure connecting
everyone in the circle.

Once everyone has shared their prayer intention and the web is complete, lead the following closing
prayer:

Gracious God, we thank you for the gift of community. As this string connects us physically, so does our
shared faith connect us spiritually. We ask for your guidance as we strive to build a just society that
reflects Gospel values. Hear our intentions [motion to the web of string] and help us to be ever attentive
to the needs of our brothers and sisters in our local and global community. Amen.

After the prayer, remind the teens to take their prayer intention index card home as a reminder to
continue praying for their community. Encourage them to place it somewhere they will see it daily,
such as on their mirror, desk, or inside their Bible. This will serve as a tangible reminder of their
commitment to pray for their community and the needs they shared in this prayer activity.

ONE FOR ALL OLIFETEEN 55



SUGGESTION

Larger groups will need more balls of string to reach every person. Consider having multiple
different colored balls of string being passed around at once.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 5min

Make announcements for your program, then dismiss the teens.

STEPIT UP

A well-placed song increases energy and makes everyone feel great. Empower the core member
tasked with audio-video support to prepare an upbeat song from the Life Teen Spotify playlist to
play as the teens leave the Life Night and start their week.
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AFTER THE LIFE NIGHT

Most core members are tired at the end of the session, but be sure to do two things upon the completion
of a Life Night.

FIRST, CLEANUP

(aka, “Your maintenance team’s favorite ministry.”)
You can guide the core team to this time with the following prompt:

Do not rush the teens out the door, but as relational ministry naturally wraps up, let’s all work together
to clean up the main meeting space and put things away.

Set a timer and work for ten minutes, ensuring everyone sticks around. The fastest way to a divided core
team is for one or two members to neglect cleanup.

SECOND, EVALUATE

After all the teens have left, appreciate what God has accomplished through the Life Night. Share the
praise reports. Identify who or what needs follow-up. Set a timer and invite the group to share in
these five categories of the Life Night: Pros, Cons, Questions, Comments, and Concerns. Remind the
core team that evaluations are intended to improve the teens’ experiences at Life Teen and are not
critical judgments of a youth minister’s or core member’s performance. As you discuss, encourage the
core team to consider each of the Life Night movements of Gather, Proclaim, Break, and Send, or pass
out/email the evaluation forms. Conclude your time together in prayer and praise to God.
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LIFE NIGHT EVALUATION

GOAL

To inspire teens to reflect on their role in shaping a community that genuinely mirrors Gospel
values and advocates for social justice.

On a scale of 1-10, how well did this Life Night accomplish the goal we set?

Did not accomplish Nailed it
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

What was the strongest aspect of this Life Night?

Gather Proclaim Break Send Environment

Optional: Please explain further.

What kind of follow-up do we need to do after this Life Night?

What can we improve for future Life Nights? How can we accomplish this?
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NO STRINGS
ATTACHED

AN ISSUE NIGHT ON
MATERIALISM & DETACHMENT

NO STRINGS ATTACHED OLIFE TEEN 87



QUICK GLANCE

ABOUT THIS LIFE NIGHT

In a world that worships material possessions, we’re here to shine a light on the path of detachment.
This Life Night guides teens to understand the pitfalls of materialism and the beauty of a life rooted in
God, not possessions. We aim to inspire a sense of detachment, cultivating an appreciation for what
truly matters — our relationship with God, spiritual growth, and service to others.

MAIN POINTS

1. Material possessions are not bad in themselves, but when we become attached to them, they can
distract us from our relationship with God and prevent us from living out our mission as Catholics.

2. Detachmentis a virtue that fosters dependence on God, placing Him above all else and viewing our
possessions as gifts intended for serving others.

3. Through prayer, reflection, and action, we can grow in detachment and in our appreciation for the
things that truly matter: our relationship with God, our relationships with others, and our spiritual
growth.
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SCRIPTURE

Matthew 16:24-25 | Mark 8:35-36 | John 6:35 | Philippians 4:11-13 | James 4:4

CATECHISM

27|1718-1719| 1723|1730

KEY TERMS

Detachment | Materialism | Virtue

SAINTS

St. Ignatius of Loyola | St. Therese of Lisieux | St. John of the Cross | St. Katharine Drexel

RESOURCES

Music
Spotify: “LS - Catchphrase”

Videos
Ascension Presents: “Learning Detachment from Your Stuff” (youtube.com)
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GOAL

Toinspire a sense of detachment, cultivating an appreciation for what truly matters — our relationship
with God, spiritual growth, and service to others.

ENVIRONMENT

Asilhouette at the front of the room with strings attaching it to the crucifix represents our attachment
to the Lord. The walls are filled with phones, money, and other material objects that are vying for our
attention and trying to attach us to them.

GATHER

Full Hands Relay

Small groups compete to be the first team to get all the objects back to their starting area in this
relay with a twist. Teens must race to a pile of objects, grab one, and return to their team. The next
teammate has to take that object and grab another one from the pile, with subsequent members
having to transport an additional item there and back with each consecutive run.

PROCLAIM

Talk: No Strings Attached

This Life Night dives into the danger of attachment to material goods. Though they are not bad in
themselves, when held too tightly these goods can often distract us from our relationship with God
and from being available to others. In the midst of a materialistic culture, Catholics need to practice
detachment and learn its importance for the spiritual life. The talk closes with a few practical ways to
grow in detachment.

BREAK

Start Somewhere

Teens have a brief period of time to reflect on the ways to grow in detachment shared during the
Proclaim and choose one to implement in practical ways the coming week.
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Small Group Discussion

Teens gather in their small groups for a discussion centered on materialism and how changing our
perspective on material goods can change the way we relate to them.

SEND

Fulfilled in God

The group gathers for everyone to reflect on one material possession they feel particularly attached to.
Using a method known as the five whys, teens dive into the deeper desires they are seeking and offer a
prayer for those longings to be satisfied in God.

NOTES
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GETTING READY

LIFE NIGHT DATE:

FOUR WEEKS BEFORE

+ Read through the entire Life Night.

«  Pray with the Scripture and Catechism references.

+ Read through the Resources suggestions.

« Select a presenter for the Proclaim and contact them this week.

+ Send the Proclaim Teaching Guide to the presenter.

TWO WEEKS BEFORE

+ Assign core members to the assignments on the Core Meeting Worksheet.
« Checkin with the Proclaim presenter and ask for an outline and slides, if applicable.
+ Schedule practice time with the presenter if needed.

+ Reach out to a music minister or worship leader to see if they can lead music for this Life
Night.

ONE WEEK BEFORE

+ Distribute the Life Night outline to the core members.
+  Pray with the core members over the Life Night.

+ Review the highlights for the Life Night.

+  Explain the core assignments.

«  Encourage the core members to review the discussion questions and pray for their small group.
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THE WEEK OF THE LIFE NIGHT

+ Advertise the Life Night on the parish youth group’s social media channels.
+  Preschedule the Parent Letter email as a follow-up to the Life Night.

+ Make a plan for the Life Night Environment using the suggestions below.

« Gather the supplies needed for the Life Night.

+ Inform core members of their roles during the session and provide them with the required materials
and instructions.

+ Consider reaching out to parishioners and clergy to participate in the Discernment Panel for the Life
Night “Go Figure.”

THE DAY OF THE LIFE NIGHT

+ Testall audio-video elements of the Life Night.
+ Decorate the youth room using the Environment instructions below.

+ Projectan environmentimage found on the January 2024 Life Teen USB drive and online at lifeteen.
com.

+  Setup for the Full Hands Relay.
+ Play the “LS - Catchphrase” Spotify playlist as teens gather.
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ENVIRONMENT

Create a cardboard silhouette of a human being, draw a heart on the front of it, and place it at the front of
the room. Place a crucifix at the front of the room as well, and run strings from the crucifix to the heart on the
silhouette. Use cardboard or poster board to create large images of common items that we can get overly
attached to (phone, laptop, dollar bill, etc.) and hang them around the room. Weave strings in and out of
these cutouts and make it seem like the strings are creeping toward the front of the room and the cardboard
silhouette.

SUPPLIES

Cardboard for silhouette and object cutouts

Black paint

String

Objects for the Full Hands Relay

Cones, one per small group

Writing utensil, one per person

Index card, one per person
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