INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE

It truly is remarkable that the written Word of God is now in your

hands. It is something

> often take for granted. The Bible has been
ranslated into every k guage on the planet. Most Christian
translated int rery k guage tl net. M Christiat

homes contain at least one of them. Almost every major bookstore

Bibles. You'll find them in most Catholic schools or in religious education

\

classrooms and youth rooms. You can't even escape them when you

take a trip cross-country; there will probably be one in your hotel room
ghit.

ike most teenagers. you're probably holding this book

nightstand, just waiting for you to flip thro

If you're

ause, whether you realize it or not, you're looking for answers.

be you're looking for meaning in life. Maybe your youth group is

using them for study. Maybe it was given to

3 Confirmation gift

and you're ready to dive into it. Or maybe >d it on the shelf, felt
moved to open it, and here you are... searching for something. Whatever
the reason, the good news is that there is a lot of grace happening right
now. Don’t underestimate the power or importance of this moment. God

is doing something very special in your life. Make nom

you might

not be able to “feel it," but it's true,
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SCRIPTURE AS THE WORD OF GOD

The very fact that you have picked up this Bible and are pr

to read it means that C ywerful effect on your life. He is

>0d 1S having a

moving; God is active. You may not sense it — there may be no lightning,

thunt

 feelings,” or singing angels — but trust us: you are
receiving a lot of grace right now.

Why is that? Well, the Word of 1wly. And whenever we

come in contact with something holy, we can't help but be affected by

/ou might be wondering how a book, a bunch of inked-up paper

d together with giue, string, and a er, can affect on such a

4

profound level. The answer is simple: the Work 20d is not just a book.

'he Word of Gaod is not just letters on a page. The Word of God is not a

thing. The Word of God is a person.

That's right — the Word of God is much more than this Bible, not

dead or life but fundamentally incarnate and living. (CCC

The reason for this is simple: the Word of God is nothing less than
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WHY THE OLD TESTAMENT IS SO DIFFERENT AND IMPORTANT

AN OVERVIEW OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

Why the Old
Testament Is So
Different and
[mportant

to open the pages of the Old Te
(also called the Hebrew Scriptures). Things
are not very popular in todz
Ne prefer the new, the fun, the iting.
something “old" or
/ of saying
omething is
Why is the Old Te rth our
Testament.
Why focus on something so “out of date™
The [
God's inspired W s revelation
just unfold during Christ's life on earth, God's
plan of salvation had already been unfolding
for thousands of years. The Old Testamg
foundational and prophetic. It reminds us that

t the Son into tf Id at an

PAGE 20




PRAYING WITH SACRED SCRIPTURE

[Tow to Read
and Pray the
Scriptures

SCripture.
after a powerful retreat
before God and otl
Scripture every c
ope
read. The first couple of d

en the nrst we )

But then they hit Levit
2 confuseq. They
down until their
reading it comes
sound familiar?

Since the
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HOW TO READ AND PRAY THE SCRIPTURES




MICRO STUDIES

<

Jesus Teaches
Us That Death [s
Necessary

MATTHEW 16:21-23

QUESTIONS
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JESUS TEACHES US THAT DEATH IS NECESSARY

REFLECTION

eath on the cross defeated

ned the gates to heaven. He died for you and me

so that we could receive eternal life and salvation through Him.

We will all die PNYSK ally one day, but Jesus IS ca Ng you ana me

willingly die every day — to ourselves. To “die to self" is to sacrifice

something you desire or enjoy as a way of denying yourself A smal

emotional or physical "death” can remind us of the death Jesus

suffered on the cross for our sake. Now. death to self can be very

our pride, not arguing with someone, letting others go first... these
are ways that we can die to ourselves. These little self-denials help

join us closer to Christ and His cross. Step it up and try it out.

PRAYER

Give me the grace to die to my own desires, Jesus,
D A R - - ~ 1 } [/ O ~ ~rmns th rrneCcoO y r<mn
Remove my pride and hold me as | carry the crosses, big or small.

mmy lire,
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PRACTICAL APOLOGETICS

In vour life vou'll have
troubles; this doesn't mean
God doesn't love vou.

Lfohn 16:33)

Bad times don meal that
I doesnt care L )

DI OMISel hat once u f

0d you'll never struggle again,

He pr ed th od 16

abandon YOUL,

The Fucharist is Christ’s
true flesh and blood.

(Matthew 26:26; John 6:32-39)

earn it. Know it. Share it
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