
 
 

Lion Brand® Jiffy® 

Spool Knitting a Braid 
Pattern Number: BK4K-0602009  

 
Knitting is the art of creating a fabric by pulling loops through loops. Although it is often done 
on needles, it can be done on looms as well. A spool knitter is a small round loom that can be 
used to create a knitted fabric. Spool knitters are cylinders that have three or more pegs or 
nails that stick out of the top. The nails are used to form and hold the stitches while knitting. 
The most common type of spool knitter has four pegs / nails. You can buy a spool knitter or 

you can easily make one. The one in our example is made of polymer molding clay that can be 
baked in the oven to harden it.The fabric produced on the spool knitter can be flat or in a 

cylindrical braid. The braid is most common and is shown in this tutorial  
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Lion Brand® Jiffy® 

Spool Knitting a Braid 
Pattern Number: BK4K-0602009  

SKILL LEVEL:  Beginner 

SIZE: One Size  
The size of your braid depends on the size of the yarn and how far apart the pegs (nails) are on your spool knitter. If 
they are close and you use a thin yarn, the braid will be narrow. In the example shown, where we used Jiffy yarn and a 
knitter with nails that are about an inch apart, the braid was 3/4 inch wide [roughly 2 cm] 
 
CORRECTIONS: None 
  
MATERIALS 
• 450-114 Jiffy@reg;: True Red 

   1  Skeins 
• Giant 5 inch Plastic Red Superknitter (Large 

Spool Knitter)
 
 Or make your own knitter!

• Lion Brand Knitting Needles- Size 5 [3.75 
mm]

 
 Note that only one needle is used. If you bought your spool-knitter, the needle is 
included with the knitter.

  

 
BRAID 

CASTING ON YOUR SPOOL KNITTER 

1. Start by threading the year through the spool knitter from the top so that the 
loose end passes through the spool and comes out the bottom. 

 

2. Wrap the yarn in the counter clockwise direction around one of the nails.

3. Continuing to the next nail in the clockwise direction, loop the yarn around the 
nail counter clockwise. 

Repeat until there is a loop on each nail. 
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KNITTING ON YOUR SPOOL KNITTER 

4. Continuing in the clockwise direction, place the yarn on the outside of the first 
nail so that it is positioned on the nail above the loop that is already on the nail. 
Your original loop is on the bottom and the new yarn (not yet a loop) is on the top. 

5. Insert a slender knitting needle into the loop that is on the bottom and that goes 
around the nail

6. Use the needle to lift the loop up, over the new strand of yarn and over the top 
of the nail, and slide the loop off the needle so it is on the inside of the spool. You 
will now have only one loop on the nail -- the new loop!
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7. Give a gentle tug to the tail of the yarn to pull the stitch just made down into the 
center of the spool. 

Proceeding in the clockwise direction, repeat steps 4-7 on each nail. Each time you 
lift the loop over, you create a stitch. Looking at the top of the knitter, it begins to 
look like a web. Soon, you'll find that there is a thick braid being created in the 
center of the spool!  

There are many uses for spool knitters and the braid they produce. Click here for 
the easy pattern for our tiny spool-knitted teddy bear. 

To find out more about spool knitting, visit the Lion Brand Yarn Blog: Spool Speak 

 
  

 
   

Every effort has been made to have the knitting and crochet instructions accurate and complete. We cannot be responsible for variance of 
individual knitters and crocheters, human errors, or typographical mistakes. 

 

 
 

*Jiffy, Article #450 is a light bulky weight yarn, 100% acrylic, that comes in 2.5 oz./70g (115 yd/103m) balls 
for multi-colors & Heather Blue or 3 oz./85g (135 yd/123m) balls for all other colors  

We want your project to be a success! If you need help with this or any other Lion Brand pattern, e-mail support is 
available 7 days per week. Just click here to explain your problem and someone will help you! 

 
For hundreds of free patterns, visit our website www.LionBrand.com 

To order visit our website www.e-yarn.com or call: (800) 258-YARN (9276) any time! 
Copyright ©1998-2005 Lion Brand Yarn Company, all rights reserved. No pattern or other material may be reproduced -- mechanically, 

electronically, or by any other means, including photocopying -- without written permission of Lion Brand Yarn Company.  If you would like to 
send a copy of this page to someone, click here and we will be happy to do it for you. 
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