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ge where his train unexpect-
opped one day in June 1914,

In its 16 short lines, he holds the
whole world - one that is hurtling
towards disaster - still, for a fleet-
mg. golden moment. Tf is & poem

listening to our environment and pr
Mnr{1 I|1.Ln l(ll) yei er and we are on Ih{' brink o
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views, v.’nclﬂa.pidm.:ﬁcl farm buildings have since provided
the footprint for two new structure >-metre-long

with mezzanines that allow ﬂl-l -1(|(II|IIIII=i| H[(—‘t‘pln
l'ur l|l!'lr children and grandchildren, a groundsman’s

op and a plant room that houses solar

rehole water equipment.
as been designed Lo look as though

two leaves have gently drifted from a nearby tree, landing
one on top of the other. T hey even have metal stems,
which extend from each level, entwining at their t
grounding the building both figuratively and
When Lask il they are structural clements, Alex responds
with a laugh, *No - just mad and beautilul.’

Of course, it would not be un Alex Michaelis project
without a little bit of madness (his west London base -
dubbed ‘the house of fun’ - features a slide and fireman's

). And, naturally, the tale of Leaf House is somewhat
ex having spent more than a decade
d for the plot

ok \\.l"-\.lnd
a small disused quarry (la

w hlll is now the driveway. Putting it back in operation, /

used it to source every sliver of the honeyed Cotswold li
stone that makes up the exterior walls of the main house,
That the house and land were in communion mattered
o many windows in the two
weet with shivering greenery
wherever you look. Ttis .Llw why he installed living roofs
on both levels of the main hu||r||nu; From the first storey,
rnze out across what could have been a terrac e, but
‘h of low p]ﬂnling, it '-ig‘l‘('l']'l gi\'ing way to

to ewrtains made |
linen
the architectu
icomicro, ‘M ~1|.,|| | hn\ 1 |
) Yielo and Flos wall lights ¢
BATHROOM A mirror made by Alguacil & Perkoff 1o !
design partners a marble b unit from John P,
for Cocaon, The bath area is lined in blue Mosaicomicro ﬁ]t"l
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v (all the timber came from Dinesen), i

feels entirely in sympathy with what Alex calls ‘the dingly
dell’ - a =-\|'-fnr| glade surrounding the build

with lamb’s wool, the floors with pluh‘li: -
Alex's wider consider:
Fi, Leaf House runs completely off-grid.
\-'L.lh ris UV-filtered und comes from a borehole on-site,
while electricity i erate olar p ed
othe barn’s itches, ingeniously flush rather than
'k on Lop. \m' CXCLSS POWEr 18 stored in batteries for

rainy days and in good weather there is enough to sell back
tothe grid. Air-source heat pumps provide warmth for hot
water and heating, and an underground Kl tank
at the bottom of the field uses microorganisms to break
down waste, which then drains into a marshy planted area.
high-tech solutions are i ive, but the most
3 1|1|1F=n-\'lr|h:-1|'|1 5
»pround MNoor, Al
volds 1::-[1.\01-11 the main spaces
building, using double walls to ¢
thou s well as creating the pe
a heady scented lemon tree on the southern
instance, or an |mr1||‘\-' tree fern to the north, these tran-
omal s 1elp to control internal temperatures. In
the summer, with all doors open, the rooms feel breezy.
In winter, the greenhouses work like double glazing on
an cpic scale. It is a gratilyingly simple and ele
"Thi JLLL}IULLI the house, the walls are linished in dupph.
Iﬂ\lurw] clay pla handmade in Cornwall by Clayy
Non-te md thf'rmnrf'l."uLmlr\ thi
is well snited to covering the building’s gentle curves - a
haelis Boyd hallmark. “Why build corners when
ies are not made with strai . .
good point. The rounded edges ol Leal House
ar natural, sy pﬂlhr.'lic and inviting, almost nest-
ng that Alex has underscored by the quiet
incorporation of nature itself into the house. This is
snme'lhing he seems p':lrti{'ulur[\_r' excited h_y in fact, he

i
don't just cover a structure, but suppor
nd to the seasons.” Tt sounds a litt
seitis,” he say chiteeture is ideas
ists in the future.” He is right, but I would argue it exists
in memory, too. I know I shall remember Adlestrop

Michaelis Boyd: michaclisboyd.com
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Iico credentials
Challenges

To design a newbuild house that is off-grid and
exists in harmony with its natural surroundings.

Selutions
Alex Michaelis devised a biomorphic design based on the
shape of leaves, built from limestone quarried on site and
Dinesen timber from sustainable woodlands. Solar panels,
air-source heat pumps and a borchole water treatment
systemn provide electricity, heat and UV-filtered water.

Also of note
An 1:11:|r‘l’9_’|1r|1|1f‘.’ Klareoster tank uses microormanisms to
break down waste, which drains into a marshy planted area.
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—— wt’tsmd els showcase a Stiv ‘16-Cube”
stove with a marble hearth and backdrop, |
© Awooden ‘Zephyr’ ceiling fan from The
Henley Fan Company hangs over Vipp -
cofTee tables {rom V'mduct DE-LBCms iy
linen “Fox" throw and *Vienna' velvet -~
cushions in hula ide warm accents
on the pale sof mfm Rundle’s “Rakino”
lounge chairs from Morgan Furniture




MAIN BEDROOM Douglas fir panelling
sets ofT'a Natural Bed Company ‘Shetland’
bed with a headboard in Moon's ' Parquet’
wool in chestnut, a Pierre Frey linen throw

and a striped quilt by Caroline Marcy MM VS
in Mark Alexander’s ‘Polo’ linen, Pinch's ¢ LN

“Pium’ wall light sits above a ‘Material’ [ {1

lamp by Norgaard & Kechayas from New

Works, Nanimarquina rugs link the space

with the dressing room and study beyond
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DINING AREA Santa & Cole's ‘HeadHat
Plate’ pendant lights in tile red pick upon
the leather seat cushions of Hans J Wegner
vak ‘Wishbone' chairs, around a ‘Sloane’
dining table in white oak by E15. Untitled
reliel artworks by Sean Thornhill hang
on the Douglas [ir partition wall divi
this space from the kitchen. The
concrete floor in walnut if% ?
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