


“Dr. Waters has written an accessible, sound, and pastoral introduction
to the life and theology of the Apostle to the Gentiles. Careful exegesis
and theological discernment yield concise but rich expositions of Paul’s
teaching on sin, salvation, the church, redemptive history, and the future.
Each thematic treatment closes with consideration of its relevance to the
church’s life today, building bridges from Paul’s proclamation of Christ and
His redemptive achievement into the issues that Christians today confront.
This brief study is an excellent way to get acquainted with the persecutor-
turned-propagator of Christ’s gospel, whom God’s Spirit inspired to write
more New Testament books than anyone else.”
—Dgr. Dennis E. JouNsoON
Professor emeritus of practical theology
Westminster Seminary California, Escondido, Calif.

“The Life and Theology of Paul is a very useful introductory treatment of the
major contours of Paul’s theology. While conversant with contemporary
scholarship, the author does an excellent job focusing on what is most essen-

tial and in distilling complex interpretive issues. Warmly recommended!”

—Dgr. ANDREAS . KOSTENBERGER
Founder of Biblical Foundations
Theologian in residence

Fellowship Raleigh, Raleigh, N.C.

“If you are looking for a concise, clear, and faithful summary of Paul’s theol-
ogy, Guy Waters’ work is the perfect fit. Waters faithfully exposits some of the
main themes in Paul’s thought and also includes practical lessons for believers
and churches today. A very helpful resource for students, pastors, and those
who are looking for a brief textbook on Paul’s theology.”

—DRr. THOMAS R. SCHREINER
James Harrison Buchanan Professor New Testament Interpretation
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION
TO PAUL

t is hard to overstate the influence of the Apostle Paul. One measure

of his influence can be seen in that his letters were instrumental in the

conversion of three men who would become some of the most import-
ant theologians and leaders of the Christian church.! In the year 386, Au-
gustine (354—430) found himself weeping beneath a fig tree.” He was over-
whelmed by a sense of the guilt and power of his sin. At that moment, he
heard a child singing a song—"“rolle lege, tolle lege” (take and read; take and
read). Augustine arose and picked up a book containing the Apostle Paul’s
letters. He read the first words that met his eyes: “Not in sexual immorality
and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires” (Rom.
13:13b—14). The effect of these words on Augustine was immediate and
powerful. He comments, “For instantly even with the end of this sentence,
by a light as it were of confidence now darted into my heart, all the darkness
of doubting vanished away.”® Augustine had been converted.

1 Much of the biographical material that follows has been drawn from my “Romans” in A Bib-
lical-Theological Introduction to the New Testament: The Gospel Realized, ed. Michael J. Kruger
(Wheaton, IlL.: Crossway, 2016), 169-70.

2 Augustine relates the details of his conversion at Confessions 8.12, from which the following
account is drawn.

3 Confessions 8.12, LCL translation.
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More than a thousand years later, a German monk named Martin Luther
(1483-15406) struggled to find peace of conscience. Luther’s years of prayer,
fasting, confession, and a pilgrimage to Rome had failed to give him spiri-
tual rest. In 1519, while studying in the Tower of the Black Cloister, Luther
came across these words from Paul: “For in [the gospel] the righteousness
of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall
live by faith” (Rom. 1:17). Luther realized that the righteousness he needed
as a sinner was not something that he could merit by his own efforts. This
righteousness was the gift of God in the gospel—received through faith, not
earned by his works. Once this gospel insight penetrated Luther’s soul, he
was a changed man: “Here I felt that I was altogether born again and had
entered paradise itself through open gates.” Neither Martin Luther nor the
Western church would be the same again.

In the early eighteenth century, a young Anglican priest pursued the
rigors of a strict devotional life and even hazarded a perilous missionary
trip to the New World. Despite all of these labors, this priest, John Wesley
(1703-91), knew that he was unconverted. It was in 1738, on Aldersgate
Street in London, that Wesley underwent a life-changing experience. He
attended a gathering where the preface to Martin Luther’s commentary on
Romans was being read. Wesley commented on what happened to him as
he listened: “I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ,
Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was given me that He had taken
away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.” The
message of Paul’s epistle to the Romans, as summarized in Luther’s preface,

worked in power on Wesley’s soul.

Paul’s Influence

The influence of Paul’s letters extends well beyond these three towering
figures of church history. The entire Christian church is indebted to Paul
for much of what we know about the gospel. Without Paul’s letters, we
would know far less about such precious biblical truths as election, calling,

4 Cited in Timothy F. Lull and William R. Russell, eds., Martin Luther’s Basic Theological Writings,
3rd ed. (Philadelphia: Fortress, 2012), 497.

5 The Journal of the Rev. John Wesley, A.M. (enlarged from original mss. with notes from unpublished
diaries, annotations, maps, and illustrations), ed. Nehemiah Curnock (London: Culley, 1909),
1:475-76.
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justification, adoption, sanctification, and glorification. Where would the
church be without the Apostle Paul?

One cannot think of Paul without a sense of admiration and wonder at
the ways in which the Lord Jesus Christ has used him in the lives of God’s
people. He is one of the greatest minds ever to have graced the Christian
church. He is responsible for penning, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
thirteen of the twenty-seven books of the New Testament. He was a fear-
less preacher, bringing the gospel of Christ to “the end of the earth” (Acts
1:8). He has left, in the pages of the New Testament, an example that every
Christian must follow (1 Cor. 4:16; 11:1).

But this is not the way that the very earliest Christians would have
regarded Paul. If you were a Christian believer in Jerusalem a few years after
the resurrection of Christ, you probably would have regarded Paul with
suspicion and dread. When Paul stepped into the church in Jerusalem and
announced that he had become a believer, the “disciples . . . were all afraid
of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple” (Acts 9:26).

Why was Paul so feared by the Christian church in those early days?
Paul was feared because he had been a ferocious persecutor of the church.
Reflecting on his life in Judaism, Paul told the Galatians that he had “once
tried to destroy” the faith (Gal. 1:23), and that he had “persecuted the
church of God violently and tried to destroy it” (Gal. 1:13). Paul wanted to
exterminate the faith—and all those who embraced that faith.

Luke’s account in Acts confirms Paul’s testimony. Had Jesus not stopped
Paul in his tracks on the road to Damascus, Paul would have followed
through on his intent to bring “any belonging to the Way . . . bound to
Jerusalem” (Acts 9:2). Paul was not content with seeing Christians arrested.
He wanted them dead. “I persecuted this Way to the death” (Acts 22:4);
“but when [the disciples] were put to death I cast my vote against them”
(Acts 26:10). Not even women were exempt from Paul’s persecution (Acts
22:4). Because of Paul, husbands and wives were forcibly separated and
children were left without their mothers and fathers.

Paul never forgot this dark chapter of his life. In one of his last letters, writ-
ing to a beloved younger colleague in the ministry, Paul reflected on his past:

Formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent.

But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and

3
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