Who Is the
Holy Spirit?

Crucial Questions



Who Is the Holy Spirit?



Crucial Questions booklets provide a quick
introduction to definitive Christian truths. This

expanding collection includes titles such as:

Who Is Jesus?
Can | Trust the Bible?
Does Prayer Change Things?
Can | Know God's Will?

How Should | Live in This World?
What Does It Mean to Be Born Again?
Can | Be Sure I'm Saved?

What Is Faith?

What Can | Do with My Guilt?

What Is the Trinity?

TO BROWSE THE REST OF THE SERIES,
PLEASE VISIT: LIGONIER.ORG/CQ



Who Is the
Holy Spirit?

R.C. SPROUL

@L IIIIIII MINISTRIES



Who Is the Holy Spirit?
© 2012 by R.C. Sproul

Published by Ligonier Ministries
421 Ligonier Court, Sanford, FL 32771
Ligonier.org

Printed in China

RR Donnelley

0001121

First edition, eleventh printing

ISBN 978-1-64289-048-8 (Paperback)
ISBN 978-1-64289-076-1 (ePub)
ISBN 978-1-64289-104-1 (Kindle)

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in
a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic,
mechanical, photocopy, recording, or otherwise—without the prior written
permission of the publisher, Ligonier Ministries. The only exception is brief
quotations in published reviews.

Cover design: Ligonier Creative
Interior typeset: Katherine Lloyd, The DESK

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The Library of Congress has cataloged the Reformation Trust edition as follows:
Sproul, R.C. (Robert Charles), 1939-2017

Who is the Holy Spirit? / R.C. Sproul.

p.- cm. -- (The crucial questions series ; no. 13)

ISBN 978-1-56769-299-0
1. Holy Spirit. I. Title.

BT121.3.567 2012

231'.3--dc23

2012027502



One

Two

Three

Four

Five

Six

Contents

Preface .. ... ... . . ... 1
The Third Person . . ....... ... ...... 5
The Life Giver .. ... . ... ... .. .. 15
The Advocate . ................... 27
The Sanctifier . ........ .. ... ... ... 35
The Anointer . . ... ... ... ... . ..... 47

The llluminator . .. ... ............. 63






Preface

hen I became a Christian in September of 1957, 1
found myself in a serious quandary. I was engaged
to be married, but when I told my fiancée about my conver-
sion, she thought I had lost my mind. That was upsetting
enough, but I was also learning that I should not marry a
nonbeliever, and so I began to wonder whether I would be
able to marry the woman I loved. Several months passed
with no resolution of this dilemma.
Finally, spring break approached. My fiancée was plan-
ning to go home to Pittsburgh from the college where she
was studying, and I persuaded her to stop at my college,
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attend a campus Bible study with me, and then spend
the night in the girls’ dorm. I cannot remember anything
for which I spent more time praying. I spent virtually the
whole day before she arrived on my knees, praying that
God would work in her life. I came to the conclusion that
if she did not soon become a Christian, I would have to
break the engagement, as much as I did not want to do so.

We went to the Bible study that night and she sat
through the whole thing without saying a word. Afterward,
I took her to the girls’ dorm, and she was still very quiet.
However, the next morning, when I went to meet her, she
came out as if she were walking on air. She told me that
she had had a hard time sleeping because something had
happened to her the night before. She kept waking up in
the night, pinching herself, and asking, “Do I still have it?”
Each time she told herself, “Yes, I still have it,” and went
back to sleep. She had been converted to Christ through
the study of the Scriptures the night before.

One of my clearest memories of that wonderful morn-
ing is of the moment when we were getting into my car.
As she was telling me about her experience, she looked

at me with great excitement and said, “Now I know who
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the Holy Spirit is.” Of course, she had attended church
for years. She had heard the Holy Spirit mentioned. She
had heard the benediction pronounced in the name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. But now, for the first
time, she had a sense of who the Spirit really is.

That statement of my fiancée, who is now my wife, was
very significant. Notice that she said, “Now I know who
the Holy Spirit is,” not, “Now I know whar the Holy Spirit
is.” In her conversion, she made a transition from under-
standing Christianity in an abstract sense to understanding
it as a personal relationship with God. And one of the first
truths she grasped was that the Holy Spirit is a person, not
a thing.

It is exceedingly important that Christians know who
the Holy Spirit is and understand something of the vital
role He plays in their lives. That is why I have written
this booklet. Of course, the biblical teaching on the Holy
Spirit is far too extensive to be covered adequately in a
volume of this size. My purpose in this booklet is to sim-
ply provide the most basic of answers to the question of
who the Spirit is and then to touch briefly on some of

the important roles He plays in the lives of believers. For
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a fuller treatment, I encourage you to see my book 7he
Mpystery of the Holy Spirit.

I pray this short treatise on the Spirit will draw you
into a deeper relationship with the God you love and serve,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.



Chapter One

The Third
Person

s Christians, we embrace a historic formula about

God’s being. We say, “God is One in essence and
three in person.” In other words, God is triune; He is a
Trinity. This means there are three persons within the
Godhead. These persons are understood in theology as
distinct characters. The differences among the three, the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are real differences but not
essential differences. In other words, there is only one

essence to the Godhead, not three. In our experience as
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human beings, each person we meet is a separate being.
One person means one being, and vice versa. But in the
Godhead, there is one being with three persons. We must
maintain this distinction lest we slip into a form of poly-
theism, seeing the three persons of the Godhead as three
beings who are three separate gods.

None of us can plumb the depths of the Trinity
comprehensively, but we can take some small steps to
understand it better. The words existence and subsistence

can help us here.

Existence and Subsistence

One of the games I used to play with my seminary stu-
dents was to ask them, “Does God exist?” They would say,
“Of course God exists.” I would then say, “No, God does
not exist,” and it was always fun to see the looks of horror
that would appear on their faces as they began to wonder
whether their professor had abandoned Christianity and
given up his faith. But I quickly had mercy on them and
explained that I was playing a little philosophy game by
asserting that God does not exist.

The word exist comes from the Latin existare, which
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means “to stand out of.” So the word exist literally means
“to stand out.” That does not necessarily mean that if you
exist you are outstanding at what you do. The obvious
question is, of what does an existing being stand out?

The idea of existence has its roots in ancient philoso-
phy, when the philosophers were very concerned with the
question of being. We also are concerned with this ques-
tion; in fact, when we make a distinction between God
and ourselves, we identify Him as the Supreme Being and
ourselves as human beings. However, that distinction is a
bit misleading. Both descriptions use the word being, so
we look to the adjectival qualifiers to find the difference
between God and ourselves: He is supreme and we are
human. In reality, the big difference between God and man
is being itself. God is pure being, a being who has His life
in and of Himself eternally. A human being is a creature,
a being whose very existence from moment to moment
depends on the power of the Supreme Being. God’s being
is not dependent on anything or derived from anything.
He has the power to be in and of Himself.

When the old philosophers talked about existence,
using the Latin word meaning “to stand out of,” they were
saying that to exist means to stand out of being. What does
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