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Chapter One

The Case for God

mmanuel Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason was a watershed

moment in the history of theoretical thought. The book
gives a comprehensive critique of the traditional arguments
for the existence of God. It forced the church to wrestle with
some important questions. How do we now approach apolo-
getics (the defense of the faith)? How can we legitimately make
a case for God without falling into the trap of the problems
Kant posed? Several different approaches arose in response.

One view, known as fideism, maintained that we cannot
convincingly argue for the existence of God. Instead, belief in
God’s existence must be based on faith. Many theologians and
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Christians have adopted this viewpoint. Some even go so far
as to say that people must simply take a leap of faith into the
darkness and hope that someone out there will catch them.

There are flaws with this approach. Even though faith is
central to biblical Christianity, there is a difference between
faith and foolishness. Yet people often assert that the way of
the Christian world is the way of faith to the exclusion of
the way of reason. For example, the ancient church father
Tertullian asked, “What does Jerusalem have to do with
Athens?” He also said, “I believe Christianity because it is
absurd.” If by saying this Tertullian meant that Christian-
ity is absurd from the world’s perspective, that would be
one thing. But if he meant that it’s objectively absurd, that
would be a serious slander against the character of God and
the Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of truth.

Another approach, called evidentialism, asserts that the
way to defend the Christian faith is through appeals to his-
tory. Many apologists take this approach, acknowledging
that while arguments from the field of history can never
give absolute proof, they do offer a high degree of probabil-
ity. That high degree of probability results in what is called
moral certainty. While these arguments from biblical his-
tory may not give the same formal certainty that is found in
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logical deduction, they certainly are powerful enough that
they leave people without any moral escape hatches.

In our American judicial system, when people are
charged with serious crimes, the burden of proof rests
on the prosecution. They must prove that the person is
guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. Similarly, evidentialists
attempt to show that the evidence of history so communi-
cates and proves the existence of God that it is beyond a
reasonable doubt. In fact, the evidence is so overwhelming
that only a fool would deny their conclusion.

The problem with this approach is that even in the
face of overwhelming probability, the sinner still has a
tiny escape hatch to say: “You didnt prove it beyond a
shadow of a doubt. Maybe it’s not reasonable for me to
doubt it, but you haven’t proven your case conclusively.” A
philosopher named Gotthold Ephraim Lessing posed the
metaphor of the great ditch that divides this world from
the world of God. He said that the contingent things of
events in history can never prove eternal things.

It is often thought that there are only two kinds of
apologists—evidentialists (whom we have already dis-
cussed) and presuppositionalists (whom we will examine
in a moment). Yet there is another school of thought called
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