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R.C. Sproul,” someone said to me in the 1970s, ‘is the finest communicator in the Reformed world.’
Now, four decades later, his skills honed by long practice, his understanding deepened by years of
prayer, meditation, and testing (as Martin Luther counseled), R.C. shares the fruit of what became
perhaps his greatest love: feeding and nourishing his own congregation at St. Andrew’s from the Word
of God and building them up in faith and fellowship and in Christian living and serving. Dr. Sproul’s
expositional commentaries have all R.C.’s hallmarks: clarity and liveliness, humor and pathos, always
expressed in application to the mind, will, and affections. R.C.s ability to focus on ‘the big picture,
his genius of never saying too much, leaving his hearers satisfied yet wanting more, never making the
Word dull, are all present in these expositions. They are his gift to the wider church. May they nourish
God’s people well and serve as models of the kind of ministry for which we continue to hunger.”
—Dir. Sinclair B. Ferguson
Teaching Fellow
Ligonier Ministries

“Dr. R.C. Sproul, well known as a master theologian and extraordinary communicator, showed that

he was a powerful, insightful, helpful expository preacher. This collection of sermons is of great value
for churches and Christians everywhere.”

—Dr. W. Robert Godfrey

President emeritus and professor of church history emeritus

Westminster Seminary California, Escondido, California

“I tell my students again and again, ‘You need to buy good commentaries and do so with some

discernment.” Among them there must be preacher’s commentaries, for not all commentaries are the

same. Some may tell you what the text means but provide little help in answering the question, ‘How

do I preach this text?” Dr. R.C. Sproul was a legend in our time. His preaching held us in awe for

half a century, and these pages represent the fruit of his exposition at the very peak of his abilities and

insights. Dr. Sproul’s expositional commentary series represents Reformed theology on fire, delivered
from a pastor’s heart in a vibrant congregation. Essential reading.”

—Dr. Derek W.H. Thomas

Senior minister

First Presbyterian Church, Columbia, South Carolina

“Dr. R.C. Sproul was the premier theologian of our day, an extraordinary instrument in the hand
of the Lord. Possessed with penetrating insight into the text of Scripture, Dr. Sproul was a gifted
expositor and world-class teacher, endowed with a strategic grasp and command of the inspired Word.
When he stepped into the pulpit of St. Andrew’s and committed himself to the weekly discipline of
biblical exposition, this noted preacher demonstrated a rare ability to explicate and apply God’s Word.
I wholeheartedly recommend Dr. Sproul’s expositional commentaries to all who long to know the
truth better and experience it more deeply in a life-changing fashion. Here is an indispensable tool
for digging deeper into God’s Word. This is a must-read for every Christian.”
—Dr. Steven J. Lawson
Founder and president
OnePassion Ministries, Dallas

“How exciting! Thousands of us have long been indebted to Dr. R.C. Sproul the teacher, and now,
through Dr. Sproul’s expositional commentaries, we are indebted to Sproul the preacher, whose
sermons are thoroughly biblical, soundly doctrinal, warmly practical, and wonderfully readable.
Sproul masterfully presents us with the ‘big picture’ of each pericope in a dignified yet conversational
style that accentuates the glory of God and meets the real needs of sinful people like us. This series of
volumes is an absolute must for every Reformed preacher and church member who yearns to grow in
the grace and knowledge of Christ Jesus. I predict that Sproul’s pulpit ministry in written form will
do for Christians in the twenty-first century what Martyn Lloyd-Jones’ sermonic commentaries did
for us last century. 7olle lege, and buy these volumes for your friends.”
—Dr. Joel R. Beeke
President and professor of systematic theology and homiletics,

Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan






1-2 PETER

AN EXPOSITIONAL COMMENTARY






1-2 PETER

AN EXPOSITIONAL COMMENTARY

R.C. SPROUL

@ LIGONIER MINISTRIES



1-2 Peter: An Expositional Commentary
© 2019 by R.C. Sproul

Published by Ligonier Ministries
421 Ligonier Court, Sanford, FL 32771

Ligonier.org

Printed in China

RR Donnelley

0000521

First edition 2011

Ligonier Ministries edition, fourth printing

ISBN 978-1-64289-191-1 (Hardcover)
ISBN 978-1-64289-192-8 (ePub)
ISBN 978-1-64289-193-5 (Kindle)

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopy,
recording, or otherwise—without the prior written permission of the publisher, Ligonier
Ministries. The only exception is brief quotations in published reviews.

Cover design: Ligonier Creative
Interior typeset: Katherine Lloyd, The DESK

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright
© 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked KJV are from the King James Version. Public domain.
All emphases in Scripture quotations have been added by the author.

The Library of Congtess has cataloged the Reformation Trust edition as follows:

Names: Sproul, R.C. (Robert Charles), 1939-2017, author.

Title: 1-2 Peter : an expositional commentary / R.C. Sproul.
Other titles: Sermons | First-Second Peter

Description: Orlando : Reformation Trust, 2019. | Originally published:
Wheaton, IlL. : Crossway, c2011. | Includes index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2019000110 | ISBN 9781642891911 (hardcover) |
ISBN 9781642891928 (epub) | ISBN 9781642891935 (kindle)

Subjects: LCSH: Bible. Peter--Sermons. | Bible. Peter--Commentaries. |
Sermons, American--20th century.

Classification: LCC BS2795.54 .567 2019 | DDC 227/.9207--dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019000110



To the Ligonier Ministry board members:
Faithful witnesses in Christ’s kingdom and godly support to me.






CONTENTS

Series Preface
Preface

1 Peter

1

0 N O\ N W N

9

Greeting to the Elect Pilgrims (1:1-2)
Heavenly Inheritance, Part 1 (1:3-5)
Heavenly Inheritance, Part 2 (1:6-12)
Living before God Our Father (1:13-19)
The Enduring Word (1:22-25)

A Living Stone (2:1-8a)

A Royal Priesthood (2:8b-10)
Honorable Conduct (2:11-17)

Servants and Masters (2:18-25)

10 Wives and Husbands (3:1-7)

11 Christian Virtues (3:8-9)

12 In Pursuit of Peace (3:10—17)

13 Apologetics (3:15)

14 Suffering (3:15-20)

15 Through the Resurrection (3:20-22)
16 Life in the Spirit (4:1-6)

17 The End of All Things (4:7)

18 Cover of Love (4:8—11)

19 God’s Glorious Self-Existence (4:11)

20 Suffering and the Goodness of God (4:12-19)

21 Faithful Shepherds (5:1-4)
22 Humility (5:5-14)
2 Peter
23 The Authority of 2 Peter (1:1)
24 Make Your Calling Sure, Part 1 (1:1)
25 Make Your Calling Sure, Part 2 (1:2—4)

xi

xiii

17
25
33
41
49
57
65
73
81
87
95
105
113
121
127
133
139
147
155
161

171
179
185



26 Giving All Diligence (1:5-11)

27 Eyewitness of His Majesty (1:12-18)
28 A Light That Shines (1:19-21)

29 False Prophets (2:1-7)

30 Judgment (2:4-11)

31 Balaam Rebuked (2:12-17)

32 Entangled and Overcome (2:18-22)
33 'The Promise of His Coming (3:1-9)
34 The Day of the Lord (3:10-18)

Index of Names
About the Author

193
199
205
213
223
231
239
245
253

261
265



SERIES PREFACE

hen God called me into full-time Christian ministry, He called

me to the academy. I was trained and ordained to a ministry of

teaching, and the majority of my adult life has been devoted to
preparing young men for the Christian ministry and to trying to bridge the gap
between seminary and Sunday school through various means under the aegis
of Ligonier Ministries.

Then, in 1997, God did something I never anticipated: He placed me in the
position of preaching weekly as a leader of a congregation of His people—St.
Andrew’s in Sanford, Florida. Over the past twelve years, as I have opened the
Word of God on a weekly basis for these dear saints, I have come to love the
task of the local minister. Though my role as a teacher continues, I am eternally
grateful to God that He saw fit to place me in this new ministry, the ministry
of a preacher.

Very early in my tenure with St. Andrew’s, I determined that I should adopt
the ancient Christian practice of lectio continua, “continuous expositions,” in
my preaching. This method of preaching verse-by-verse through books of the
Bible (rather than choosing a new topic each week) has been attested throughout
church history as the one approach that ensures believers hear the full counsel
of God. Therefore, I began preaching lengthy series of messages at St. Andrew’s,
eventually working my way through several biblical books in a practice that
continues to the present day.

Previously, I had taught through books of the Bible in various settings,
including Sunday school classes, Bible studies, and audio and video teaching
series for Ligonier Ministries. But now I found myself appealing not so much to
the minds of my hearers but to both their minds and their hearts. I knew that
I was responsible as a preacher to clearly explain God’s Word and to show how
we ought to live in light of it. I sought to fulfill both tasks as I ascended the St.
Andrew’s pulpit each week.

What you hold in your hand, then, is a written record of my preaching
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labors amidst my beloved Sanford congregation. The dear saints who sit under
my preaching encouraged me to give my sermons a broader hearing. To that
end, the chapters that follow were adapted from a sermon series I preached at
St. Andrew’s.

Please be aware that this book is part of a broader series of books containing
adaptations of my St. Andrew’s sermons. This book, like all the others in the
series, will 7oz give you the fullest possible insight into each and every verse in
this biblical book. Though I sought to at least touch on each verse, I focused
on the key themes and ideas that comprised the “big picture” of each passage I
covered. Therefore, I urge you to use this book as an overview and introduction.

I pray that you will be as blessed in reading this material as I was in preaching it.

—R.C. Sproul
Lake Mary, Florida
April 2009



PREFACE

imagine what it would be like to receive a letter from someone who

was a personal friend of Jesus during his earthly ministry. Beyond that,

imagine receiving two letters from such a person. That’s exactly what we
have in the New Testament correspondence known as 1 and 2 Peter. Peter is
known as a thundering paradox of a man. On the one hand he is known for
his impetuosity, for his vacillating between faith and doubrt, for his treachery
of public denial of Jesus at the time of Jesus” greatest peril. On the other hand
he is known for his magnificent confession of faith at Caesarea Philippi where,
without hesitation, he declared his confidence that Jesus was the Christ, the
Son of the living God.

He is known also for his heroic acts of sacrifice and of suffering for the faith
after the ascension of Jesus, even to the point of his martyrdom in Rome. When
Peter writes to the church about faith and trust in the providence of God in the
midst of suffering, he is speaking not in abstract terms but from the vantage
point of one who has been called personally to endure such sufferings himself.
He is one who testifies beyond speculation, as one who was an eyewitness,
testifying not to cleverly devised myths or fables but to what he had seen
with his eyes and heard with his ears. This is the testimony of a man who not
only was part of the entourage of Jesus during his earthly ministry but was an
eyewitness of the resurrection and part of the inner circle of disciples in the
great triad of Peter, James, and John. These three were present on the Mount
of Transfiguration and were able to see with their own eyes the glory of the
transfigured Christ.

A letter from a man such as this is a treasure for the church. His letter, beyond
the value of his own eyewitness testimony and his intimate friendship with Jesus,
carries with it the weight of the divine inspiration of God the Holy Spirit. What
Peter says to the church is merely an extension of what his Lord and Master,
Christ, says to the church, so that we receive his apostolic testimony as from
the Lord Himself. It is an enormous privilege and blessing for us to take the
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time to consider line upon line and precept upon precept the teaching set forth
in these two majestic epistles, 1 and 2 Peter. I commend to the reader a careful
and devout reading of these letters.

—R.C. Sproul
Orlando, 2010
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GREETING TO THE ELECT
PILGRIMS

1 Peter 1:1-2

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,
in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:

grace to you and peace be multiplied.

hen we study a book of the Bible, we begin by asking basic questions

of prolegomena or introduction: Who wrote the book? To whom

was it addressed in its original composition? At what time in history
was the book written? What were the circumstances or occasions that generated
such a book? Asking such questions is customary, whether we are studying a
Gospel, an epistle, or a book of the Old Testament. Knowing who wrote a book,
for whom it was written, the time it was written, and the circumstances that
provoked it assist us in understanding the book.

The Author of 1 Peter

The author is identified immediately as Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ (v. 1).
The book of 1 Peter claims to be authored by the Apostle Peter, one of the two
most important apostolic pillars of the early church. The basic distinction made
in the early church was between Paul as the Apostle to the Gentiles and Peter
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as the Apostle to the circumcised, the Jews. Critics have waged war against this
book, as they have virtually all the books of the Bible, and have challenged its
Petrine authorship for several reasons.

The first reason that Peter’s authorship is questioned is that at the end of the
epistle, when the final greetings are given, there is a greeting to the people from
Silvanus, which indicates his involvement in the production of the letter. As a
result, people say that the letter was not written by Peter but by Silvanus.

The second problem we encounter is that the Greek of this particular epistle
is highly elegant. We think of Peter as an unschooled fisherman who, in all
likelihood, would not have had the command of the Greek language displayed
in this particular epistle.

Third, the epistle is addressed to the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia (v. 1). Traditionally, pilgrims or
sojourners was the term used by the Jews to describe Gentiles. For the most
part, the churches established in Asia Minor in the apostolic age were established
among Gentiles, and since Peter was the Apostle to the circumcision, not to
the Gentiles, it seems unlikely that this Apostle would address his letters to a
Gentile community.

Additionally, the circumstances that prompted the writing of this letter
presumably involved suffering under persecution. We know from history that
the persecution by the Roman Empire against Christians did not extend beyond
the city of Rome until much later, toward the end of the first century and into
the second century, with the persecutions of Diocletian and Domitian. Since
the occasion of the letter was to comfort people in persecution, the critics say
it could not have been written during the lifetime of Peter because Peter was
martyred in Rome in A.D. 64. Peter and Paul were martyred, according to
tradition, during the vicious persecution of Nero. Emperor Nero blamed the
Christian community for the fire that wreaked havoc in the city of Rome, and
many think the fire was set by Nero himself. Tradition holds that he played his
fiddle while the city was burning. His fury against the Christians was, for the
most part, confined to the city of Rome and did not reach into the provinces,
particularly not as far out as the northern and western regions of Asia Minor.

Much of the content of 1 Peter sounds almost identical to the teachings of the
Apostle Paul. We know from the book of Acts that Paul and Peter did not always
see eye to eye, yet this epistle reads almost like a carbon copy of Paul’s letters.
That too has raised questions about whether this epistle was actually written by
Peter or by someone associated with the Apostle Paul. It also reinforces the theory
that the letter was actually written by Silvanus. That name, Silvanus, is just a
longer version of the name Silas, and the only Silvanus or Silas that we know of
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in the New Testament is Paul’s companion on the missionary journeys. So, there
are several reasons for which questions have been asked about the authenticity
of the Petrine authorship.

Those who conclude that 1 Peter was not written by Peter, and then not
until the end of the first century or into the second century, also assume that
the epistle was not apostolic in origin but had its basis in the Gnostic literature
of the second and third centuries.

As we seek to understand the authorship of a book in the Bible, particularly
in the New Testament, we must look at two things. We must look at the internal
evidence and then at the external, historical evidence. The internal analysis
includes an examination of the literary style, the level of Greek used. That
notwithstanding in this case, the letter claims to have been written by the Apostle
Peter.

This is where your view of Scripture virtually controls your interpretation
of Scripture. If you think the Bible was errantly produced by authors without
the supervision and superintendence of the Holy Spirit and therefore reflects
diverse, even contradictory, theologies, that gives some license to compromise the
internal claims of Scripture. However, if you come to the text already persuaded
that it is the Word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit, then God has to say only
once that this letter was written by the Apostle Peter. The argument is settled.
So, the most important internal evidence is the specific reference to Peter as the
author of the epistle.

Concerning external testimony, the testimony of the early Christian church is
universal and unanimous. This epistle was received in the very earliest times of
Christian history, in the middle of the first century, as having come from Peter.
That testimony is seconded by the greatest minds of the early centuries. It was
affirmed by Irenaeus in his dispute against heresies, and by Tertullian, Clement
of Alexandria, Origen, and the historian Eusebius. These are the most respected
authorities outside of the Bible in the early centuries of Christendom. Not until
the nineteenth century in the throes of higher criticism did anyone seriously
suggest that the epistle was not written by the Apostle Peter. Both internal and
external evidence agree that Peter the Apostle was the author.

What about the problem of the Greek language and the references to Silvanus
at the end of the letter? Natives of Galilee in ancient Palestine were bilingual.
They spoke Aramaic and Greek. Therefore, Greek was a native language of
Peter’s. Even though he had no formal schooling under Gamaliel, Hillel, or any
rabbi in Jerusalem, he was certainly not unintelligent, and he was articulate, as
we see in the record of his speeches, particularly on the day of Pentecost. The
role of Silvanus in the production of this letter was, in all probability, that of an



We want to see men and women around the world connect

the deep truths of the Christian faith to everyday life.

HMINUTES

inCHURCH HISTORY

1,eSSOUS

/},0”7//“) IMPRISONED

(DY The Heart
of the Savior

/{00///

)

i o NS
B L IihSlaQ L \\\\
; SAVED W

Jrom

NECESSITY
REFORMING
CHURCH

with A Reply to Cardinal Sadoleto

ROBERT GODFREY

R.C. SERBOUL

JOHN CALVIN |

Order your copy of this title, download the digital version,

or browse thousands of resources at Ligonier.org.

@ LIGONTER MINISTRIES





