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R.C. Sproul,” someone said to me in the 1970s, ‘is the finest communicator in the Reformed world.’
Now, four decades later, his skills honed by long practice, his understanding deepened by years of
prayer, meditation, and testing (as Martin Luther counseled), R.C. shares the fruit of what became
perhaps his greatest love: feeding and nourishing his own congregation at St. Andrew’s from the Word
of God and building them up in faith and fellowship and in Christian living and serving. Dr. Sproul’s
expositional commentaries have all R.C.’s hallmarks: clarity and liveliness, humor and pathos, always
expressed in application to the mind, will, and affections. R.C.’s ability to focus on ‘the big picture,’
his genius of never saying too much, leaving his hearers satisfied yet wanting more, never making the
Word dull, are all present in these expositions. They are his gift to the wider church. May they nourish
God’s people well and serve as models of the kind of ministry for which we continue to hunger.”
—Dir. Sinclair B. Ferguson
Teaching Fellow

Ligonier Ministries

“Dr. R.C. Sproul, well known as a master theologian and extraordinary communicator, showed that

he was a powerful, insightful, helpful expository preacher. This collection of sermons is of great value
for churches and Christians everywhere.”

—Dr. W. Robert Godfrey

President emeritus and professor of church history emeritus

Westminster Seminary California, Escondido, California

“I tell my students again and again, ‘You need to buy good commentaries and do so with some

discernment.” Among them there must be preacher’s commentaries, for not all commentaries are the

same. Some may tell you what the text means but provide little help in answering the question, ‘How

do I preach this text?’” Dr. R.C. Sproul was a legend in our time. His preaching held us in awe for

half a century, and these pages represent the fruit of his exposition at the very peak of his abilities and

insights. Dr. Sproul’s expositional commentary series represents Reformed theology on fire, delivered
from a pastor’s heart in a vibrant congregation. Essential reading.”

—Dr. Derek W.H. Thomas

Senior minister

First Presbyterian Church, Columbia, South Carolina

“Dr. R.C. Sproul was the premier theologian of our day, an extraordinary instrument in the hand
of the Lord. Possessed with penetrating insight into the text of Scripture, Dr. Sproul was a gifted
expositor and world-class teacher, endowed with a strategic grasp and command of the inspired Word.
When he stepped into the pulpit of St. Andrew’s and committed himself to the weekly discipline of
biblical exposition, this noted preacher demonstrated a rare ability to explicate and apply God’s Word.
I wholeheartedly recommend Dr. Sproul’s expositional commentaries to all who long to know the
truth better and experience it more deeply in a life-changing fashion. Here is an indispensable tool
for digging deeper into God’s Word. This is a must-read for every Christian.”
—Dr. Steven J. Lawson
Founder and president
OnePassion Ministries, Dallas

“How exciting! Thousands of us have long been indebted to Dr. R.C. Sproul the teacher, and now,
through Dr. Sproul’s expositional commentaries, we are indebted to Sproul the preacher, whose
sermons are thoroughly biblical, soundly doctrinal, warmly practical, and wonderfully readable.
Sproul masterfully presents us with the ‘big picture’ of each pericope in a dignified yet conversational
style that accentuates the glory of God and meets the real needs of sinful people like us. This series of
volumes is an absolute must for every Reformed preacher and church member who yearns to grow in
the grace and knowledge of Christ Jesus. I predict that Sproul’s pulpit ministry in written form will
do for Christians in the twenty-first century what Martyn Lloyd-Jones’ sermonic commentaries did
for us last century. Tolle lege, and buy these volumes for your friends.”
—Dr. Joel R. Beeke
President and professor of systematic theology and homiletics,
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan






MATTHEW

AN EXPOSITIONAL COMMENTARY






MATTHEW

AN EXPOSITIONAL COMMENTARY

R.C. SPROUL

@ LIGONIER MINISTRIES



Matthew: An Expositional Commentary
© 2019 by R.C. Sproul

Published by Ligonier Ministries
421 Ligonier Court, Sanford, FL 32771
Ligonier.org

Printed in China

RR Donnelley

0000521

First edition 2013

Ligonier Ministries edition, fourth printing

ISBN 978-1-64289-176-8 (Hardcover)
ISBN 978-1-64289-177-5 (ePub)
ISBN 978-1-64289-178-2 (Kindle)

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopy,
recording, or otherwise—without the prior written permission of the publisher, Ligonier
Ministries. The only exception is brief quotations in published reviews.

Cover design: Ligonier Creative

Interior typeset: Katherine Lloyd, The DESK

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright
© 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked ESV are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

All emphases in Scripture quotations have been added by the author.

The Library of Congress has cataloged the Reformation Trust edition as follows:

Names: Sproul, R.C. (Robert Charles), 1939-2017, author.

Title: Matthew : an expositional commentary / R.C. Sproul.

Description: Orlando : Reformation Trust, 2019. | Originally published:
Wheaton, Illinois : Crossway, 2013. | Includes bibliographical
references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2019000105 | ISBN 9781642891768 (hardcover) | ISBN
9781642891775 (epub) | ISBN 9781642891782 (kindle)

Subjects: LCSH: Bible. Matthew--Commentaries. | Bible. Matthew--Sermons.

Classification: LCC BS2575.53 .S67 2019 | DDC 226.2/077--dc23

LC record available at hteps://lcen.loc.gov/2019000105



O NN &N N W N =

[N NS TN NG TN NG T NG T NG T NG T NG T NG S S S S Gy Sy S T T
0 N QNN RN = O N0 0NN WD RN = OO

CONTENTS

Series Preface

A Jewish Look at Jesus (1:1-17)

The Birth of Jesus (1:18-25)

Visit of the Magi (2:1-12)

The Slaughter of the Innocents (2:13-23)
John the Baptist (3:1-12)

The Baptism of Jesus (3:13-17)

The Temptation of Jesus, Part 1 (4:1-11)
The Temptation of Jesus, Part 2 (4:1-11)
Jesus Goes to Galilee (4:12—17)

Jesus” Disciples and Ministries (4:18-25)
The Beatitudes, Part 1 (5:1-4)

The Beatitudes, Part 2 (5:4-9)

The Beatitudes, Part 3 (5:7-9)

‘The Beatitudes, Part 4 (5:10-12)
Sermon on the Mount (5:13—-16)

Christ and the Law (5:17-20)

Jesus’ View of Murder (5:21-26)

Jesus’ View of Adultery (5:27-30)

Oaths and Vows (5:33-37)

Loving Our Enemies (5:38-48)

Private Piety (6:1-4)

Sincere Prayer (6:5-9)

Our Father’s House (6:9)

Hallowed Be Your Name (6:9-10)

Thy Kingdom Come (6:9b—11)

Daily Bread (6:11)

Forgive Us Our Debts (6:12)

Lead Us Not into Temptation (6:13a)

xi

11
17
23
29
33
37
43
47
53
59
65
71
75
81
87
91
95
101
107
113
119
123
127
133
137
143



29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67

Thine Is the Kingdom (6:13b)

Treasure in Heaven (6:19-24)

Do Not Be Anxious (6:25-34)

Judge Not (7:1-6)

Ask and Receive (7:7-12)

The Narrow Way (7:13-20)

“Lord, Lord” (7:21-23)

A Firm Foundation (7:24-29)

The Cleansing of the Leper (8:1-4)

The Centurion’s Servant and Peter’s Mother-in-Law (8:5-15)
The Healer Who Was to Come (8:16-17)
The Cost of Discipleship (8:18-22)

The Calming of the Sea (8:23-27)

Before the Time (8:28-34)

Jesus Forgives Sin (9:1-8)

The Call of Matthew (9:9-13)

The Presence of the Bridegroom (9:14-17)
Two Daughters Healed (9:18-26)

The Compassion of Jesus (9:27-34)

The Fields Ready to Harvest (9:35-38)

The Commissioning of the Apostles (10:1-4)
The Sending of the Twelve (10:5-15)
Persecutions (10:16-23)

The Fear of God (10:24-33)

Jesus and Division (10:34—42)

John the Baptist’s Inquiry (11:1-11)

The Greatness of John the Baptist (11:12-19)
Woes on the Cities (11:20-24)

The Yoke of Christ (11:25-30)

The Lord of the Sabbath (12:1-8)

The Servant of the Lord (12:9-21)

War between the Kingdoms (12:22-30)

The Unpardonable Sin (12:31-32)

The Tree and Its Fruits (12:33-37)

Asking for a Sign (12:38-42)

Who Are My Brothers? (12:43-50)

The Parable of the Sower, Part 1 (13:1-17)
The Parable of the Sower, Part 2 (13:1-9, 18-23)
The Parable of the Sower, Part 3 (13:8-9, 18-23)

147
151
155
161
167
173
179
187
193
199
205
211
217
223
229
235
241
247
253
259
265
271
277
283
291
297
305
311
319
325
331
337
343
349
355
361
367
373
379



68 The Parable of the Tares (13:24—30, 36—43)
69 The Mustard Seed and the Leaven (13:31-35)
70 Three Parables (13:44-58)

71 'The Death of John the Baptist (14:1-12)
72 'The Feeding of the Five Thousand (14:13-21)
73 Jesus Walks on Water (14:22-306)

74 Inner Defilement (15:1-20)

75 A Gentile Woman (15:21-39)

76 'The Leaven of the Pharisees (16:1-12)

77 The Great Confession (16:13—-20)

78 'The Shadow of the Cross (16:21-28)

79 'The Transfiguration (17:1-9)

80 The Coming of Elijah (17:10-13)

81 A Faithless Generation (17:14-21)

82 Paying the Tax (17:22-27)

83 'The Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven (18:1-5)
84 Dealing with Temptation (18:6-9)

85 'The Parable of the Lost Sheep (18:10-14)
86 Discipline (18:15-20)

87 'The Unforgiving Servant (18:21-35)

88 Marriage and Divorce (19:1-12)

89 Jesus and the Children (19:13-15)

90 The Rich Young Ruler (19:16-22)

91 All Things Are Possible (19:23-30)

92 'The Parable of the Workers (20:1-16)

93 Service (20:17-34)

94 'The Triumphal Entry (21:1-11)

95 The Cleansing of the Temple (21:12-17)

96 The Cursing of the Fig Tree (21:18-22)

97 'The Authority of Jesus (21:23-32)

98 'The Parable of the Vineyard (21:33-46)

99 The Parable of the Marriage Feast (22:1-14)
100 Render to Caesar (22:15-22)

101 The Resurrection (22:23-33)

102 The First Commandment (22:34—40)

103 David’s Son and Lord (22:41-46)

104 Woes to the Pharisees, Part 1 (23:1-12)

105 Woes to the Pharisees, Part 2 (23:13-22)
106 Woes to the Pharisees, Part 3 (23:23-28)

385
393
399
407
413
419
425
431
439
445
451
457
463
469
475
481
487
493
499
505
511
517
525
531
537
543
549
555
561
567
573
579
585
591
597
603
609
615
621



107 Woes to the Pharisees, Part 4 (23:29-39) 627

108 The Destruction of the Temple (24:1-3, 32-35) 633
109 The Signs of the End (24:3-14) 639
110 The Great Tribulation (24:15-28) 645
111 The Coming of the Son of Man (24:29-31) 651
112 The Day and the Hour (24:36-44) 657
113 The Faithful and Evil Servants (24:45-51) 663
114 The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins (25:1-13) 669
115 The Parable of the Talents (25:14—30) 675
116 The Judgment of Christ (25:31-46) 681
117 The Anointing at Bethany (26:1-13) 687
118 Judas’s Betrayal (26:14-25) 693
119 The Lord’s Supper (26:26-35) 699
120 The Garden of Gethsemane (26:36—46) 705
121 Jesus' Arrest (26:47-56) 711
122 Jesus before Caiaphas (26:57-68) 717
123 Peter’s Denial (26:69-75) 723
124 The Remorse of Judas (27:1-10) 729
125 Jesus before Pilate (27:11-26) 735
126 The Crucifixion (27:27—44) 741
127 Jesus Death and Burial (27:45-66) 747
128 The Resurrection (28:1-15) 755
129 The Great Commission (28:16-20) 761

Index of Names 767

About the Author 771



SERIES PREFACE

hen God called me into full-time Christian ministry, He called

me to the academy. I was trained and ordained to a ministry of

teaching, and the majority of my adult life has been devoted to
preparing young men for the Christian ministry and to trying to bridge the gap
between seminary and Sunday school through various means under the aegis
of Ligonier Ministries.

Then, in 1997, God did something I never anticipated: He placed me in the
position of preaching weekly as a leader of a congregation of His people—St.
Andrew’s in Sanford, Florida. Over the past twelve years, as I have opened the
Word of God on a weekly basis for these dear saints, I have come to love the
task of the local minister. Though my role as a teacher continues, I am eternally
grateful to God that He saw fit to place me in this new ministry, the ministry
of a preacher.

Very early in my tenure with St. Andrew’s, I determined that I should adopt
the ancient Christian practice of lectio continua, “continuous expositions,” in
my preaching. This method of preaching verse-by-verse through books of the
Bible (rather than choosing a new topic each week) has been attested throughout
church history as the one approach that ensures believers hear the full counsel
of God. Therefore, I began preaching lengthy series of messages at St. Andrew’s,
eventually working my way through several biblical books in a practice that
continues to the present day.

Previously, I had taught through books of the Bible in various settings,
including Sunday school classes, Bible studies, and audio and video teaching
series for Ligonier Ministries. But now I found myself appealing not so much to
the minds of my hearers but to both their minds and their hearts. I knew that
I was responsible as a preacher to clearly explain God’s Word and to show how
we ought to live in light of it. I sought to fulfill both tasks as I ascended the St.
Andrew’s pulpit each week.

What you hold in your hand, then, is a written record of my preaching

Xi



Xii Matthew

labors amidst my beloved Sanford congregation. The dear saints who sit under
my preaching encouraged me to give my sermons a broader hearing. To that
end, the chapters that follow were adapted from a sermon series I preached at
St. Andrew’s.

Please be aware that this book is part of a broader series of books containing
adaptations of my St. Andrew’s sermons. This book, like all the others in the
series, will 7oz give you the fullest possible insight into each and every verse in
this biblical book. Though I sought to at least touch on each verse, I focused
on the key themes and ideas that comprised the “big picture” of each passage I
covered. Therefore, I urge you to use this book as an overview and introduction.

I pray that you will be as blessed in reading this material as I was in preaching it.

—R.C. Sproul
Lake Mary, Florida
April 2009



A JEWISH LOOK AT JESUS

Matthew 1:1-17

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham:
Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. Judah
begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. Ram
begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. Salmon
begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot
David the king. David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah.
Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa. Asa begot
Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah. Uzziah begot Jotham,
Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah. Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot
Amon, and Amon begot Josiah. Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time
they were carried away to Babylon. And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah
begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot
Eliakim, and Eliakim begot Azor. Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim
begot Eliud. Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. And
Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ.
So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations, from David until
the captivity in Babylon are fourteen generations, and from the captivity in Babylon until

the Christ are fourteen generations.

e do not definitively know who wrote the Gospel of Matthew, but
the universal testimony of the early church is that it was penned by
Matthew, one of the twelve disciples. Matthew was called from his
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2 Matthew

labor as a tax collector, which was one of the most despised vocations any Jew
could hold, yet because of his training as a tax collector, Matthew was acquainted
with lists and genealogies from the public registry, so he would know the family
history of the people being taxed. He was also, obviously, literate and probably
spoke two or three languages. Therefore, his work as a tax collector, under the
providence of God, was the Lord’s preparation for Matthew to begin his most
important and celebrated task. This book has been called, even by critics of
historic Christianity, the greatest book ever written.

The Genealogy

Matthew begins his Gospel with these words: The book of the genealogy
of Jesus Christ (v. 1). Here is a Jew writing principally for Jews, and his first
assertion is that he is writing about Jesus Messiah. Christ is not the name of
Jesus. His name is Jesus bar Joseph or Jesus of Nazareth. The term Christis His
title, and it means “Jesus the Anointed One” or “Jesus the promised Messiah.”
Matthew mentions another important title that would resonate with his Jewish
audience: the Son of David (v. 1). This title for Jesus, Son of David, is used
more by Matthew than by any other Gospel writer, because the Messiah was
to come from the loins of the greatest king of the Old Testament; He would
be of the seed and lineage of David. So from the very beginning of his Gospel
Matthew calls Jesus “Christ, the Son of David.”

Matthew then adds, the Son of Abraham (v. 1). One of the great difficulties
of harmonization in sacred Scripture is the relationship between the genealogy
presented by Matthew and that presented by Luke in his Gospel. There are many
places where these two genealogies do not agree. The first point of difference
is that Luke traces the genealogy of Christ back to Adam, indicating that this
Christ is not simply the Savior of the Jews but that the scope of Jesus’ redemptive
activity is universal. He is the new Adam, who recovers the promise that God
made originally to Adam and Eve in the garden. Matthew, on the other hand,
goes only as far back as Abraham because he is writing to a Jewish audience,
to people who would want to know about the ancestry of Jesus as well as that
of Matthew. It is important that His ancestry can be taken back to Abraham.

Ancestry was important to Jewish people, as it has been to people of all cultures
throughout history. Probably the culture that is least concerned about ancestry is
our own, which is why we often fail to understand the import of lists such as this.

When I enrolled as a student at the Free University of Amsterdam, I had to
fill out a form with personal information. One of the questions on the form
asked, “What was your father’s station in life?” The university wanted to know
my cultural class standing. That was also important for the Jew, which is why
Matthew begins by giving us Jesus’ ancestry. Additionally, the ancestry was
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important to demonstrate that Matthew’s Gospel did not pertain to a mythical
character or hero. To the Jew, the ancestry testified to historical reality.

Several years ago a friend of mine, a missionary with Wycliffe Bible Translators,
worked among a people who had never heard the gospel in their language.
The people could not write or read, so all their communication was oral. The
missionary’s first task was to learn the language of the tribe. Then she had to
change that oral language into written form and teach the people to read and
write it. It was a laborious task that took many years. Only after all that was
accomplished could she undertake the task of translating the Bible into this
language. She began with the Gospel of Matthew. To expedite the project she
skipped the genealogy to get to the meat and substance of the story of Christ,
and then she sent her translation work off to be printed by a publisher in a
distant city. She waited months for the first copies of Matthew to arrive at the
compound, and when the trucks came in with the Bibles, o, at least, the Gospel
of Matthew, the people were much more interested in the trucks than they were
in the translation. After having spent ten years on the project, she was crushed
when she saw that the people didn't care at all. Nevertheless, she persevered in
her task, and in the second edition of Matthew she included the genealogy.
When that arrived the missionary explained the genealogy to the tribal chief,
and he said, “Are you trying to say that this Jesus you've been telling us about
for ten years was a real person?”

She replied, “Yes, of course.”

He said, “I thought you were telling us a story about some mythical character.”

Once he understood that this Christ was real in space and time, the chief
came to Christ, and shortly thereafter the whole tribe came to Christ.

There are three sections in the genealogy, and Matthew divides these three
sections into three groups, each of which has fourteen names. The significance of
that has puzzled New Testament scholars. The Hebrew language uses a gematria,
which is a kind of numerological symbolism. We find an example of this in the
book of Revelation, where we read that the number of the beast is 666 (Rev.
13:18). Those numbers can be applied to real persons to identify the beast. If
you look at this same kind of structure in the genealogical table, you will see that
the number fourteen is the number of David. David is the central character of
the ancestry, and Matthew is taking great pains to show that Jesus is from the
line and lineage of David and that He has come to restore the fallen booth of
the great king of the Old Testament.

Another difference between the genealogy in Matthew and the genealogy in
Luke is that Matthew lists the father of Joseph as Jacob; in Luke’s Gospel it is
Eli. However, Luke does not use the term begat; he uses simply of someone. If
you look through the genealogies, you will see that both the lists are selective,
and that Matthew and Luke do not select the same people. The most notable
difference is that in Matthew, the list moves from David to Solomon, whereas
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