R.C. SPROUL



What Is Biblical Wisdom?



Crucial Questions booklets provide a quick
introduction to definitive Christian truths. This

expanding collection includes titles such as:

Who Is Jesus?
Can | Trust the Bible?
Does Prayer Change Things?
Can | Know God's Will?

How Should | Live in This World?
What Does It Mean to Be Born Again?
Can | Be Sure I'm Saved?

What Is Faith?

What Can | Do with My Guilt?

What Is the Trinity?

TO BROWSE THE REST OF THE SERIES,
PLEASE VISIT: LIGONIER.ORG/CQ



What Is
Biblical
Wisdom?

R.C. SPROUL



What Is Biblical Wisdom?
© 2020 by R.C. Sproul

Published by Ligonier Ministries
421 Ligonier Court, Sanford, FL 32771
Ligonier.org

Printed in China
RR Donnelley
0001121

First edition

ISBN 978-1-64289-234-5 (Paperback)
ISBN 978-1-64289-235-2 (ePub)
ISBN 978-1-64289-236-9 (Kindle)

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in
aretrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic,
mechanical, photocopy, recording, or otherwise—without the prior written
permission of the publisher, Ligonier Ministries. The only exception is brief
quotations in published reviews.

Cover design: Ligonier Creative
Interior typeset: Katherine Lloyd, The DESK

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV ® Bible
(The Holy Bible, English Standard Version ®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway,
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved.

The Library of Congress has cataloged the Reformation Trust edition as follows:

Names: Sproul, R. C. (Robert Charles), 1939-2017, author.

Title: What is biblical wisdom? / R.C. Sproul.

Description: Orlando, FL : Reformation Trust Publishing, a division of
Ligonier Ministries, [2020]

Identifiers: LCCN 2019035545 (print) | LCCN 2019035546 (ebook) |
ISBN 9781642892345 (paperback) | ISBN 9781642892352 (epub) |
ISBN 9781642892369 (kindle edition)

Subjects: LCSH: Wisdom literature--Criticism, interpretation, etc. | Bible.
Psalms--Criticism, interpretation, etc.

Classification: LCC BS1455 .569 2020 (print) | LCC BS1455 (ebook) | DDC
223/.06--dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019035545

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019035546



One

Two

Three

Four

Five

Contents

Introduction to Wisdom . ............ 1
The Nature of Wisdom ... .......... 13
The Psalms. .. ... ... ... .. ... ..... 23
Proverbs. . ... ... . ... .. ... 33

Ecclesiastes, Job, and the Song

of Solomon. .. ... ... . ... .. .. ... 43






Chapter One

Introduction
to Wisdom

s a college student, I majored in the academic disci-
A pline of philosophy. On the first day, in the very first
philosophy course that I took, the professor wrote the word
philosophy on the board. He then broke it down into its
etymological derivation. Philosophy comes from the Greek,
and of course, the Greeks are usually seen as the founding
fathers of Western philosophy—first with the pre-Socratic
philosophers; then with Socrates himself; followed by Plato,
Aristotle, and others.
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The word philosophy combines two important Greek
words: the first part of the word comes from the Greek
philes, which means “to love.” We are familiar with this word
in the English language because we all know the meaning of
the city of Philadelphia—the city of brotherly love.

Some may also be familiar with this word from Jesus’
conversation with Peter in John 21, where Jesus repeat-
edly asks Peter, “Do you love me?” (vv. 15-17). In this
exchange, the New Testament uses two different words
that are both translated by the English word /love. The first
is agape, which is the spiritual love, the zenith of love, the
kind of love that God sheds abroad in our hearts through
the Holy Spirit. And there is also philia, which is used
for brotherly love and affection. This is the word that was
joined here to the word philosophy.

The second part of the word philosophy comes from
another Greek word, sophia, which is the word for “wis-
dom.” When you combine these words, philia and sophia,
the simple meaning of the term philosophy is “the love of
wisdom.” This intrigued me as a college student in my
first course in the study of philosophy because I naturally
assumed that by studying philosophy I would learn all
about wisdom in a practical sense.
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However, I soon discovered that Greek philosophy, for
example, focused on abstract, weighty questions in meta-
physics (the study of ultimate being) and epistemology
(the study of the process by which human beings learn).
It is true that historically in the discipline of philosophy,
one of its subdivisions is ethics—particularly, the science
of normative ethics, which is the study of imperatives on
how one ought to live. And normative ethics was certainly
a concern of the ancient Greeks.

Socrates was convinced that proper conduct, or right
living, is intimately connected with right knowledge. That
is, for a person to behave in a courageous manner, he must
first understand what courage is and what courage means.
So, Socrates was convinced that philosophy was not just an
unrelated, impractical, abstract discipline of human specu-
lation but very much concerned with concrete daily living.
He was concerned about the decadence of Greek civiliza-
tion in his day, and he saw that the Greek culture was in
the process of disintegration because it had lost its moral
foundation.

It's amazing how many parallels there are between the
Greece of Socrates’ day and America of today. So many
of the same crises are being visited. But despite Socrates’
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