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How to Use  
This Study Guide

This study guide includes a chapter synopsis, a lesson objective, key passages, key 
points, and discussion questions from each chapter in Hard Sayings, as well as questions 
that focus on a relevant passage of Scripture from each chapter. Participants should 
first read each corresponding chapter of the book in order to make the best use of  
this guide.

Chapter Synopsis: This section summarizes the material in the chapter and 
provides a reminder of what the chapter covered. It serves to help readers 
remember what they’ve already read in the book.

Lesson Objective: This section explains the purpose of the chapter and the 
intended outcome of the study guide lesson.

Key Passages: This section quotes several passages from the chapter so that 
readers can remember some of the more significant things the author said. It 
can also serve as a starting point for discussion if the group leader would like to 
ask questions or provide thoughts related to excerpts from the book.

Key Points: This section outlines many of the basic ideas that the author men-
tioned in the chapter. It helps readers recall not just the big idea of the chapter 
but also its supporting ideas and their flow.

Scripture Reading: This section highlights one of the chapter’s key points in 
God’s Word. It helps readers identify the scriptural basis of important Christian 
doctrines and develops their ability to understand Scripture through questions 
about the reading. These questions are also ideal for group study.
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Reflection Questions: This section provides readers with questions that could 
be asked of themselves or in a small-group setting. The questions are designed 
to help readers understand the chapter and apply that knowledge to their lives.

Prayer: This section closes the study with an opportunity to come before the 
Lord in prayer based on what readers have learned.
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Without Form and Void
Genesis 1

C H A P T E R  S Y N O P S I S
When did God create the heavens and the earth? This controversial question is 
the source of countless pages of heated debate. Scientists inform us that the uni-
verse is billions of years old, while young-earth creationists raise their eyebrows 
in suspicion. The question also becomes more challenging because faithful Chris-
tians disagree about its correct answer. The gap theory is an interpretation of 
Genesis 1:2 that suggests that there was a significant time gap between Genesis 
1:1 and 1:2, one attempt to harmonize the Bible with science.

L E S S O N  O B J E C T I V E
This chapter will introduce you to an issue in the interpretation of Genesis 
1:1–2 so that you may become better equipped to understand the controversies 
surrounding creation.

K E Y  PA S S A G E S
It’s one thing to say that the earth was without form and void and quite another to 
say that the earth became without form and void. (p. 4)

The idea is that there is a historical gap between verse 1 and verse 2. The gap, 
which could be as long as several million years or even billions of years, would mean 
that what we read about the six days of original creation refers instead to the six 
days of re-creation rather than the original work of God. (p. 4)

This historic interpretation does not see Genesis 1:2 as describing some kind of 
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cosmic battle between God and an equal, opposite force of evil or the force of darkness 
but instead sees it as simply referring to the beginning stages of divine creation. (p. 7)

Certainly the gap theory is a possible interpretation of Genesis 1:2. But I am per-
suaded that though it is a literary possibility and even a theological possibility, there 
really is no compelling reason to assume it. (p. 7)

K E Y  P O I N T S
The Gap Theory (pp. 3–4): Genesis 1:2 is a hard saying because of the disagree-
ments over its interpretation. The gap theory is one interpretation of Genesis 
1:2 that attempts to provide an answer to satisfy the demands of science and 
the biblical text. This view suggests that Genesis 1:1 refers to God’s original 
creation and that Genesis 1:2 occurs billions of years later—hence, there is a 
historical gap between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2. According to this view, the Bible’s 
six days of creation are actually a “re-creation” of the original.

The Gap Theory and Science (pp. 4–5): Why and how would an interpreta-
tion such as this arise? Throughout history, people have debated the age of the 
earth. Recently, this debate has heightened because modern science suggests 
that the earth is very old. The gap theory developed as a clever solution to the 
apparent conflict between science and the Bible. It does so by suggesting that 
the original creation took place billions of years ago (Gen. 1:1). After cata-
clysmic disordering, God restored His creation, and this restoration occurs in 
Genesis 1:2. 

The Gap Theory and Scripture (pp.  5–6): One of the primary differences 
between adherents of the gap theory and those who disagree lies in the trans-
lation of a Hebrew word. The common English way to translate this word 
is “was.” Gap theorists translate this word as “became” rather than “was.” 
Although the Hebrew word could be translated as “became,” it appears that 
the motivation to do so is not because of exegetical reasons, but because of 
scientific pressure.

The Historic and Classical Interpretation (pp. 6–7): Although the gap theory 
provides one option for interpretation, there are many other ways to under-
stand Genesis 1:2. The historical and classical interpretation of the verse is that 
Genesis 1:1–2 refers to God’s original but unfinished work of creation that 
would be completed through the six days. The biggest difference is that the 
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classical interpretation sees a direct connection between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2, 
whereas the gap theory inserts a large space of time between them.

S C R I P T U R E  R E A D I N G
Psalm 33:6–9 By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the 
breath of his mouth all their host. . . . Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the 
inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! For he spoke, and it came to be; 
he commanded, and it stood firm.

• In this chapter, Dr. Sproul explained that the gap theory is an interpreta-
tion of creation that proposes a historical gap between the creation of the 
heavens and the earth (Gen. 1:1) and all their host (Gen. 1:2). In what ways 
does Psalm 33:6–9 inform our understanding of creation? How might this 
verse be a challenge for someone who affirms the gap theory?

R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S
1. What is the gap theory? Why is it controversial?
2. What is the difference between the earth’s “being without form and void” 

or the earth’s “becoming without form and void”?
3. In what ways have you felt pressured to let science or other modern theo-

ries dictate the way you approach a biblical text?
4. How do you interpret Genesis 1:2?

P R AY E R
• Praise God for His creation of the heavens and earth and all that is in them.
• Confess any areas in which you fail to trust God’s Word because of external 

pressures.
• Thank God for revealing Himself in a dependable and trustworthy way 

through His Word.
• Ask God to help you grow in your understanding of Scripture and your 

ability to interpret it.
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