JOSEPH

From DREAMER to DELIVERER

R.C. SPROUL




Joseph






Joseph

From Dreamer to Deliverer

R.C. SPROUL

@ LIGONIER MINISTRIES



Joseph: From Dreamer to Deliverer
© 2023 by the R.C. Sproul Trust

Published by Ligonier Ministries
421 Ligonier Court, Sanford, FL 32771
Ligonier.org

Printed in China

Amity Printing Company

0000324

First printing

ISBN 978-1-64289-547-6 (Hardcover)
ISBN 978-1-64289-548-3 (ePub)

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by
any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording, or
otherwise—without the prior written permission of the publisher,
Ligonier Ministries. The only exception is brief quotations in
published reviews.

Cover design: Ligonier Creative
Interior design and typeset: Katherine Lloyd, The DESK

Ligonier Ministries edited and adapted Dr. R.C. Sproul’s original
material to create this volume. We are thankful to Mrs. Vesta Sproul
for her invaluable help on this project.

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the ESV*
Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version”), copyright

© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked NKJV are taken from the New
King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Library of Congress Control Number: 2023933392



NO 00 I O\ WnN Wbk W =

— e
W N = O

Contents

TheDreamer.......coovvuviiiniiiiinen.... 1
ASinConcealed.............coooiiiL. 11
A Strange Vocation. ..................o. 23
Seduction Resisted . ...l 31
True SUCCesS. .o vvvnenee e 39
The Meaningof Dreams..................... 47
OfGodandMen ......oovvvviiiiiiiinn.. 57
The Timing of God’s Providence ............. 65
From Prison to Prominence.................. 71
Feast and Famine ....................coooe. 81
The Meeting ..., 91
TheTest «ovvvnninii i 103
Its NotasItSeems..........coooviinin. 111



14 Sitting at Joseph’s Table.................... 117

15 TheSilverCup ....oovvviviiiiiii. 129
16 APleafortheGuilty ...................... 137
17 TheRevelation ..., 145
18 ItIsEnough ...t 155
19 Pharaohs Steward...................... ... 165
20 Take Me Back to Canaan .................. 173

Aboutthe Author. ... 185



The Dreamer

hen we read the biblical accounts of the Old
Testament patriarchs and prophets, were accus-
tomed to seeing their portraits, warts and all. The Bible
doesn’t hesitate to broadcast the sins of the saints. We
read of the adultery and murder committed by King
David and the deceitfulness of Abraham, but for one
Old Testament saint, we must press very hard to find
anything blameworthy in his character. That person is
Joseph.
So extraordinary is Joseph’s virtue that throughout

church history, many interpreters have seen him as a
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type or forerunner of our Lord Himself. That view is
not universally held, but it is understandable why such
a view has been ventured, considering Joseph’s sterling
character.

We are told in Genesis about Joseph’s mother,
Rachel. His father, Jacob, had to work seven years for his
father-in-law, Laban, before he could marry Rachel. Yet
Laban deceived him, and after that seven-year period,
Jacob was given Leah as his wife instead of Rachel. Jacob
was permitted by Laban to marry Rachel just a week after
he had married Leah—but only after he agreed to labor
another seven years for Rachel. Joseph was the child of
Jacob’s old age and the firstborn to Rachel.

Genesis 37 picks up the narrative of Joseph’s life:

Jacob lived in the land of his father’s sojournings,
in the land of Canaan. These are the generations
of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was
pasturing the flock with his brothers. He was a
boy with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s
wives. And Joseph brought a bad report of them to
their father. (vv. 1-2)



THE DREAMER

Some have argued that at the very beginning of
the Joseph narrative, we see a defect in his character.
Here was a boy who was bringing a bad report about
his brothers to their father—a report that would not
be taken kindly by the brothers. If we read back into
this text the whole character of Joseph manifested in
his biographical sketch in Scripture, however, we are
inclined to think that the report, though negative,
was true and that Joseph could be excused for giving a
higher response to a higher duty—namely, fidelity to
his father over fidelity to his brothers.

This interpretation hints at a similar incident in
the life of Jesus. We know next to nothing of Jesus’
boyhood years, except for the occasion when He vis-
ited the temple in Jerusalem at age twelve. He stayed
behind in the temple to talk with the teachers on
matters of theology, and His parents were unaware
that He had been left behind. Presumably, the men
were traveling with the men, and the women with
the women and children. Joseph probably thought
Jesus was with Mary, and Mary thought He was with
Joseph.
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