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The Ride

y family went for a ride in a hot air balloon. My sister and I really
mom really did not want to go. She’s afraid of heights. When my dad
g did not want to miss out. He told her that she could stay
e opportunity fo ride in a hot air balloon with my family?”
e with us.
that morning. Our alarm clocks went of f at 3:50 am. “Dad, I
jed. “Can we go later in the day?” asked my sister Marissa.
to take a hot air balloon flight is at sunrise,” replied Dad.
that it is going fo be worth it.” By 430 am, we were in the
e field. It was an hour-long car ride, which gave Marissa
couldn’t sleep because she was so nervous about the flight.
Dad was driving. He STilygeplvhole way, knowing that we were about to have a blast.
When we arrived at Thewield, we could see the hot air balloon. It wasn’t exactly as I
had imagined it. The balloon was completely deflated. I could see the basket where we
would dll ride. It was not attached to the balloon. In fact, it was laying sideways in the
field. The pilot greeted us and gave us some information about our flight. “As you can see,
we are about fo heat the envelope. The envelope is the name we use for the balloon. We
will use fans to blow air info the envelope until it is upright. Then, we will attach the basket.
Finally, you will enter the basket, and I will heat the balloon,” he said. Even though I was
still sleepy from my early wake-up call, I was completely fascinated watching the pilot and
his team prepare the balloon for our flight. Mom, on the other hand, was not fascinated. In
fact, she grew more nervous with every passing minute. “Debra, you don’t have to come. I
know how much heights scare you. You can stay here and take photos of us as we take off
and |:nd|" said Dad. “No,” replied Mom. “It is scary, but the memories with my family are
worth it.”

lRide Name

[ the basket. The pilot’s team members helped hoist us

no ladder or steps to help us get in. Once we were all in
than had I thought it would be. My mom turned pale.
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I we were lifted into the sky, the smaller the ground and
It was breathtakingly beautiful. Because we went so

[ing with us. Color returned to Mom’s face, and I think I

hile. I elbowed Marissa and motioned for her to look at

lvatching and gave us a thumbs-up. It was a special family

e sky. pilot lowered and raised the balloon in order

hight direction. When it came time to land, the pilot ceased

lelope. We slowly drifted downward. Everything below us

e hit the ground. The basket and the balloon bounced

He us all chuckle. Well, everyone chuckled except for Mom.

br again have the opportunity to take a hot air balloon

h, “and I am definitely okay with that!” @
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hen they first arrived at the field?

h it"?

PVhy or why not? Use details from the story to

Hot Air Balloons

Name

Vocabulary O buoyancy O ascent O descent O altitude

A hot air balloon is exactly what it sounds like! It is a
massive balloon that is filled with hot air. It actudlly flies
through the air. When a basket is suspended from the bottom
of the balloon, it serves as an aircraft for people. While it isn't |
the fastest or most efficient way for people to travel, it does
provide a view and an experience that airplanes do not provide.
The gentle ride and open views are breathtaking. They are dlso enticing to fourists.

The first hot air balloon flight with people on board took place in [782. Today,
hot air balloons are flown in the same way. A massive balloon, known as the
envelope, holds air that is created by a heat source. The heat source is a burner.
The burner is a mix of liquid propane and air that creates an open flame. Yes, there
is a huge flame inside the envelopel That is what makes the balloon fly. Hot air
always rises. The hot air inside the envelope causes it fo rise because it is hotter
than the air around it. This creates buoyancy, and the balloon begins to float. A pilot
operates the burner during the flight. Slits at the top of the envelope create vents
so that the pilot can control the speed of the ascent or descent of the balloon. Hot
air balloons can fly thousands of feet in the air. A typical flight reaches an altitude
of 5,000 feet.

A basket, which is usually made from wicker, is attached to the bottom of the
envelope. Wicker is used because it is a light material, but it is still strong enough to
hold the weight of passengers. The basket is suspended from the envelope. As the
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Hot Air Balloons Name

Vocabulary O buoyancy O ascent O descent O altitude

A hot air balloon is exactly what it sounds likel It is a
massive balloon that is filled with hot air. It actudlly flies
through the air. When a basket is suspended from the bottom
of the balloon, it serves as an aircraft for people. While it isn’t
the fastest or most efficient way for people to travel, it does
provide a view and an experience that airplanes do not provide.
The gentle ride and open views are breathtaking. They are dlso enticing to tourists.

The first hot air balloon flight with people on board took place in [782. Today,
hot air balloons are flown in the same way. A massive balloon, known as the
envelope, holds air that is created by a heat source. The heat source is a burner.
The burner is a mix of liquid propane and air that creates an open flame. Yes, there
is a huge flame inside the envelopel That is what makes the balloon fly. Hot air
always rises. The hot air inside the envelope causes it to rise because it is hotter
than the air around it. This creates buoyancy, and the badlloon begins to float. A pilot
operates the burner during the flight. Slits at the top of the envelope create vents
so that the pilot can control the speed of the ascent or descent of the balloon. Hot
air balloons can fly thousands of feet in the air. A typical flight reaches an altitude
of 5,000 feet.

A basket, which is usudlly made from wicker, is attached to the bottom of the
envelope. Wicker is used because it is a light material, but it is still strong enough to

hold the weight of passengers. The basket is suspended from the envelope. As the
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A hot air balloon is exactly what it sounds like! It is a
massive balloon that is filled with hot air. It actudlly flies
through the air. When a basket is suspended from the bottom
of the balloon, it serves as an aircraft for people. While it isn't | 8
the fastest or most efficient way for people to travel, it does [
provide a view and an experience that airplanes do not provide.

each time you read.
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The gentle ride and open views are breathtaking. They are also enticing to fourists.
The first hot air balloon flight with people on board took place in [782. Today,

hot air balloons are flown in the same way. A massive balloon, known as the
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fo answer the questions.
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envelope, holds air that is created by a heat source. The heat source is a burner.
The burner is a mix of liquid propane and air that creates an open flame. Yes, there|
is a huge flame inside the envelopel That is what makes the balloon fly. Hot air
always rises. The hot air inside the envelope causes it to rise because it is hotter
than the air around it. This creates buoyancy, and the balloon begins to float. A pilot
operates the burner during the flight. Slits at the top of the envelope create vents
so that the pilot can control the speed of the ascent or descent of the balloon. Hot
air balloons can fly thousands of feet in the air. A typical flight reaches an altitude
of 5,000 feet.

A basket, which is usually made from wicker, is attached fo the bottom of the
envelope. Wicker is used because it is a light material, but it is still strong enough to
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@ What is unknown about hot air balloon flights?
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A hot air balloon is exactly what it sounds likel It is a
massive balloon that is filled with hot air. It actudlly flies
through the air. When a basket is suspended from the bottom
of the badlloon, it serves as an aircraft for people. While it isn't
the fastest or most efficient way for people to travel, it does &,‘ =
provide a view and an experience that airplanes do not provide.

The gentle ride and open views are breathtaking. They are also enticing to fourists.
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balloon rises, so does the basket. Not only do travelers ride in the basket; but so
does the pilotl

Speaking of pilots, did you know that pilots have no way of steering hot air
balloons? There are no wheels to steer, and there are no wings to control them.
Pilots must rely on the wind fo push them in particular directions. Since the wind
blows in different directions at different dltitudes, pilots raise and lower the
balloons, depending on where they want the balloons to go. This means that when
pilots take off in balloons, they are not guaranteed that the balloons will land in
particular spotsl Pilots use the wind to get them as near to their destinations as
possible. However, they are sometimes unable to land in specific locations. Because

traveling in hot air balloons.

.,\‘m

they are relying on nature (ie., wind), pilots and travelers need to be fle%e 6}‘6

@ What makes a hot air balloon rise?
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pilots take of f in balloons, they are not guaranteed that the balloons will land in
particular spotsl Pilots use the wind to get them as near to their destinations as
possible. However, they are sometimes unable to land in specific locations. Because
they are relying on nature (ie., wind), pilots and travelers need fo be flexible when
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W KW Extremely satisfied

These passages are perfect for my level O students. They can read them and answer the
questions independently for extra practice

Students used with Vc}(,z Kathryn Watts (TPT Seller)
sy
2nd grade = August 2, 2022

1 6. 6.6 6§ Extremely satisfied

My students thoroughly enjoyed using this resource. It's very organized and engaging. Thank

you for such a great resource.
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. Rachael B.
June 17, 2021

) 6. 6.6 6 ¢ Extremely satisfied

This resource makes it SO EASY to plan and implement guided reading. | love that there is
hardly any prep involved, and the students LOVE the activities! They are begging to have
guided reading again!
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Vocabulary O racism O battdlion

O segregated

While most people in the United States associate April IS with
Tax Day, baseball fans associate the day with something else. April
IS is also known as Jackie Robinson Day. Baseball players wear the
number 42 in honor of Jackie Robinson’s legacy. Originally from
Georgia, Jackie Robinson was born in 1919 into a family of five.
However, his father soon left, so he was raised by his mother. He

African-American soldiers were kept separate.

had three brothers and one sister. His family moved to Pasadenaq, California, where he
grew up. His older brothers were successful athletes. One of his brothers, Mack, was
a track star who won a silver medal in the 1936 Olympics. Jackie’s family encouraged
him to pursue sports, which he also loved. Although he was met with racism, Jackie
participated in high school sports. Because he was one of the only African-American
athletes in this time period, he was not always treated with respect. Jackie attended
UCLA and was the first athlete to earn four varsity letters. He was a star athlete in
track, baseball, football, and basketball. He went on to play professional football, but
his career was soon interrupted when he was drafted into the army during World
War IL Jackie became an officer and served in an African-American battalion since
the army was still segregated at that time. This meant that white soldiers and

After he was honorably discharged from the army, he joined the Kansas City
Monarchs. However, this was not Major League Baseball (MLB) because only white
athletes were able fo participate in MLB at the time. He eventudlly joined the minor

egregated

fened him just because
h show up to play
let this get to him.
he could. In 947,
the first African
e even more racism
rol his anger, even
long enough to handle
not always treat him
ind was named Rookie
ball players in the
His jersey number, 42,

000
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@ What does segregated mean?

O half of something O separated O joined fogether

@ The author said that Jackie Robinson showed integrity. What did he or she mean?
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Gnomes of Day Street

I The Robinsons live on Day Street. They have a gorgeous home, both inside and outside.

They have a front yard and a back yard, both of which are meticulously cared for. In fact, their
house looks perfect 99/ of the time. You might be wondering about the extra one percent of the
time. That time belongs to the gnomes!

One day when Mrs. Robinson was shopping for new flowers for her flower beds at the
garden store, she noticed the cutest little gnomes. Their bright red hats caught her eye, and she
could not stop staring at them. They almost looked like her family: @ mom, a dad, a son, and a
daughter. She knew that they would fit in perfectly in her garden. She purchased them and
brought them home. What she didn’t know was that these gnomes were not merely ceramic..
fT_h;y were reall This was something that humans did not know and something they should not

ind out.

The gnomes adored their new home. They were proud to live in the best garden on Day
Street. However, they weren't exactly like Mrs. Robinson. They enjoyed making messes. Digging in
the dirt, playing in the flower beds, and splashing in puddles were part of their daily routine.
They didn’t avoid these activities in Mrs. Robinson’s perfect garden; they just made sure to clean
up after themselves. Cleaning was not something that came naturally fo gnomes, but this gnome
family knew that their new home was worth the sacrifice.

One day, the gnomes were playing hide-and-go-seek in the flower pots next fo the front
porch. Hiding meant digging all the way to the bottom of the pot. The digger would then jump out
and surprise his or her opponent. This created a huge mess of dirt on the porch. The gnomes
were familiar with the Robinson family’s schedule, so they knew how to avoid getting caught.
They played, messed, splashed, and threw. They were having a grand old time, when all of the
kk. Step, step, step, step. The gnomes froze in fear! They had not expected the

outside at such an early time. The porch was a dirty disaster, and they were
ions in the yard. “I hope nobody notices. I hope nobody notices..” thought
glly. They saw the huge feet of Mrs. Robinson and the little feet of her

Robinsons to

their heads. “Come here, darling; it’s time to walk fo the mailbox!” said Mrs.

Hewalk and down the

Jed out to her family, “It's
In less than two minutes,
back and forth around
lete when they heard the
pward them. Papa Gnome
had yet to return.

d toward the gnomes.

hg! This was against gnome
xt. “Yes, sweetheart,”

F Mama and Papa Gnome
she not notice the

hs she pointed once again
Rheir proper positions. “I
k. “That was closel” said

jeet!” O O O

O to go to school O to get the mail

@ Do you think the gnomes will be more careful in the future? How?
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