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High Frequency
Words are either...

fully decodable

Students can use phonics to read
(sound out) these words!
examples: did, yes, this

temporary heart words

These words are decodable, but
students have not yet learned the
phonics skill(s) needed to decode the
word.

example: like
The word /ike is fully decodable, but
only after a student has learned CVCe
(long vowel, silent ).

This will be considered a heart word
with the silent e being the “heart part”
until the skill is learned. Then, the word
will be decodable.

Note: Temporary heart words are
dlso called flash words.

irregular/heart words

These words have an irregular part(s)
and will always be a heart word.
o aple: said

Word Mapping High
Frequency Words

Help your child learn to read and write high frequency words by
connecting sound to spelling when they are trying to learn a new word
OR come across a word they don't know in a text.

Listen to the number of sounds in the word.

Draw one box for each sound.

2  Use phonics to represent each known sound
with the corresponding letter(s)
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Explicitly teach, fill in and “heart” the part
that is not decodable OR hasn’t been taught.

With the word said, students only need to memorize the heart part: “ai* says /é/ in this word.
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*Please note that you will need to download two
free fonts and that the smiley face heart graphic
is locked and cannot be moved.
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HOW TO PRINT
Make sure that “scale

(or shrink) to fit”
IS NOT checked

Choose “double-sided
printing”

Choose “flip on short
edge”
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